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Disaster Assistance for Michigan 


Announcement of Disaster Declaration and 
Authorization of Federal Assistance Following 
Storms, Winds, and Flooding. April 26, 1975 


The President today declared a major disaster for the 
State of Michigan as a result of severe storms, high winds, 
and flooding, beginning about April 18, which caused ex- 
tensive public and private property damage. The Presi- 
dent’s action will permit the use of Federal funds in relief 
and recovery efforts in designated areas of the State. 


Federal assistance from the President’s Disaster Relief 
Fund will consist of temporary housing, disaster unem- 
ployment assistance payments to those who lost their jobs 
as a result of the storms, debris removal, and the repair or 
restoration of damaged or destroyed streets, roads, bridges, 
sewer and water systems, and public utilities. Low-inter- 
est-rate disaster loans will be made available by the Small 
Business Administration under the authorities of Public 
Law 93-24, and emergency loan assistance will be made 
available by the Farmers Home Administration. 

Federal relief activities in Michigan will be coordinated 
by the Federal Disaster Assistance Administration, Depart- 
ment of Housing and Urban Development, under the di- 
rection of Administrator Thomas P. Dunne. Mr. Dunne 
will designate the specific areas within the State eligible 
for Federal assistance, based upon Federal and State 
damage assessments. 

Mr. Robert E. Connor, Regional Director of the Fed- 
eral Disaster Assistance Administration, HUD Region V, 
will be designated as the Federal Coordinating Officer to 
work with the State in providing Federal disaster assist- 
ance under the Disaster Relief Act of 1974, Public Law 
93-288. 


Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 


The President’s Informal Remarks to Participants in 
the Sorority’s Conference in Alexandria, Virginia. 
April 26, 1975 


I was at a meeting here where I was dropping by to 
make some remarks to two other meetings. I was delighted 
to have the invitation to just stop by and say hello. I wish 
that I could stay and enjoy the full evening with you, but 
I am delighted just to have an opportunity to say hello and 
to wish you the very best. 

I can tell you from my experiences with some of those 
of you who I have met before, that this Administration is 
anxious, most anxious that we have an opportunity to sit 
down together, to work together in the solution of some 
of the problems that affect all of us, 213 million Americans. 

Let me say that although we have gone through some 
very difficult times in the last 9 months or more, I hap- 
pen to have great faith in the character, the strength, the 
vision of all of our fellow Americans, and this means the 
friends that all of us have in 50 States throughout the 
United States. 

The disappointments we have had in foreign policy, the 
problems we have had with the economy, are all prob- 
lems that we wish were not on our shoulders. But we have 
to deal with the reality, and although we, in almost 200 
years, have not fulfilled the great dream that our fore- 
fathers wanted for each and every one of us, I don’t think 
we should be disappointed because it is our job, like those 
who preceded us, to help fulfill that dream. 

Each of us in our own way can make a contribution to 
that grand fulfillment, so that your children and my chil- 
dren and their children can have the benefits of the dream 
that was written in the Declaration of Independence, in 
the Constitution, some 200 years ago—the dream that is 
going to be fulfilled with your help and what I can con- 
tribute and what thousands and thousands of others can 
contribute in the months and years ahead. 
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I am an optimist. Our problems overseas will be re- 
solved. Our difficulties at home can be handled and moved 
ahead so that all of us will be much better off. 

I just thank you for the kind thoughts and the prayers 
because I need your help, not just for me, but for all of 
our fellow Americans. We have a great obligation to them 
because we want America not only a leader in the world 
but a country that gives to all of our citizens opportunity 
and blessings that none of us have had in the past. 

I say to you, thank you for the opportunity just to say 
hello and to be here. 

Note: The President spoke at 7:30 p.m. at the Marriott Twin 


Bridges Hotel in Alexandria, Va., to participants in the 22d mid- 
Atlantic regional conference of the sorority. 


Virginia Republican Party Reception 


The President’s Remarks at the Reception in 
Alexandria, Virginia. April 26, 1975 


Thank you very much Governor Godwin. Senator Bell- 
mon, Senator Bill Scott—and I understand Senator Harry 
Byrd is here, or was here—the Republican Members of the 
House of Representatives—and you have an outstand- 
ing delegation—the members of the State legislature, your 
fine Lieutenant Governor, Dick Obenshain: 

It just seems to me that the State of Virginia under 
Governor Godwin, under the mantle of the Republican 
Party and its representation both in Washington as well 
as in your State Capital is in the best of hands, and I com- 
pliment you very, very much. 

I am here for a very simple reason—Virginia is for 
lovers. [Laughter] And it would be my observation that 
there are a lot of lovers of the Republican Party in the 
State of Virginia. 

I can’t help but speak with great conviction for your 
Governor. I have said it before, but I mean it. I believe it 
so deeply. It has been my observation as I have traveled 
around the country for the last 10 or 15 years, that in your 
Governor you have a man who is totally dedicated to what 
is in the best interests of your State, all of its people, and 
in the best interests of our country. And we are lucky to 
have him as a Republican. 

We are very fortunate in the Republican Party organi- 
zation at the national level to have Dick Obenshain. Dick 
has moved in; he is doing a superb job. And I thank you for 
making him available for this very important respon- 
sibility as the number two person in the National Com- 
mittee. Dick, I thank you for your availability, and I thank 
all of you for making it possible. 

There is nothing more important—once you get past 
the people who hold positions of responsibility in a State 
government—than the individual who is in charge, or 


elected official in the party organization. In George Mc- 
Math you have an outstanding individual. And I compli- 
ment you for selecting him, and I thank him for the ef- 
forts that he is making. George, we are most appreciative. 

Well, I could speak with great fondness and gratitude 
on behalf of the Republican Members of the House of 
Representatives. They are the kind of people I like, and 
they are the kind of people that do a great job for you and 
an especially fine job for the country. So, you should be 
appreciative of their efforts. I only add one little post- 
script. We lost several very outstanding ones. I hope that 
we can recapture and regain those seats that we lost in 
1974. 

That brings me to 1976. In 1974, we had double-digit 
inflation of about 12 to 13 percent. We had the prospects 
of serious unemployment; at least, the problem was obvi- 
ous to many, many people. We had absolutely the worst 
political environment that I can recall in my 20-some 
years in active political life, and for the Republican Party 
to do as well as we did under those circumstances was 
remarkable. 


In 1976, we have a very unique opportunity to recap- 
ture, to regain the ground we lost and even to do in- 
finitely better. Let me tell you why. In contrast to 1974 
when inflation was 12, 13 percent, the rate of inflation is 
going to be half as much, if not better. We are making 
tremendous headway in this battle. We aren’t totally 
successful, but there is significant progress. We are going 
to come out of this economic problem we are in, and I can 
assure you that by the end of this calendar year and mov- 
ing into 1976, the picture economically throughout the 
country will be on the upswing. 


The net result is our policies, the responsible policies of 
a Republican Administration and those Republicans in 
the Congress will be salable to the American people. 

Let me add this, because it is equally important. We are 
going to have in 1976, excellent results in the field of for- 
eign policy. We have gone through some disappointments, 
some sad and tragic events. There is no use talking about 
the past in this regard. We must build for the future, to 
make certain and to make positive that we build for peace 
with honor and respect and success in the future, begin- 
ning tomorrow. 


What I am trying to say is that the political environ- 
ment will be good in 1976. I am looking forward to the 
campaign in 1976 because I think the policies that all of 
us believe in, including myself, are the right policies for 
this country. I am going to be the person who will try to 
lead in this regard. It is my intention to be a candidate, 
and it is my intention to be a successful candidate in No- 
vember of 1976. 


One State I wovld love to campaign in is Virginia. 
And I'll make that commitment. 

Now, we have got some problems, but I think Virginia 
is so far ahead of most of the States that I visited, that 
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I don’t have to relate them to you. But if history is to be 
repeated—and I think it usually is—Virginia, because of 
its elections in a year prior to a national convention, sort 
of tells the rest of the Nation the direction in which we 
ought to go as a country. 

Now, you have got some extremely important elections 
coming up in 1975. Mills Godwin needs some more help 
down there in the State Capital. You know, you just 
can’t have Mills and John Dalton do everything with a 
minimum of Republicans; he needs a lot more. So, I urge 
you from all over the great State to go to work and get 
some good candidates, get some election results and give 
your fine Governor the kind of help he needs. 

But the important point in addition to that, is the 
American people will be focusing on Virginia in 1975 as 
sort of a bellwether for what the rest of the country is 
going to do in 1976. Now, we’re going to help in any 
way we can. But I am confident that the people of this 
great State traditionally have shown the vision that is 
necessary to give the rest of the American people the ob- 
jective and the results they will have roughly a year later. 

So, I thank you for what you have done. Betty and I 
have been taxpaying, nonvoting Virginians for about 25 
years. [Laughter} And we think we made a good choice to 
come here to Virginia, and we are not disappointed one 
bit. 

But let me add, if I might, you will hear a great address 
from Henry Bellmon, one of our outstanding Senators. 
Henry, last November, despite the odds against him, was 
reelected. He was reelected because he was an outstanding 
Senator and he went out and fought and prevailed. He 
struggled and fought for the principles that all of us be- 
lieve in. 

And if we make that kind of a campaign in 1976—a 
campaign that relates to fiscal responsibility; a campaign 
that relates to building up State and local units of govern- 
ment and cutting back and decreasing the responsibility 


of the Federal Government; a campaign that is predicated 
on what we can do in government to expand, not cut 
back, the opportunity for the free enterprise system—We 
have to cut back on all of these programs that some of our 
good friends across the political aisle try to thrust upon 
us. 


Let me make one observation, if I might. Bill White- 
hurst, Ken Robinson, Caldwell Butler, Bill Wampler, 
and others who I served with in the House of Representa- 
tives know that it is just impossible to believe all of the 
things that some of our Democratic friends want to thrust 
upon the American people. They want to put more bu- 
reaucracy ; they want to spend more Federal money. I have 
talked to your great Senator, Bill Scott, about this. 

But as these people who we disagree with try to thrust 
these programs one after another, on top of one another, 
I often used to sit back in the rear seats of the House of 
Representatives and ask myself, “Didn’t they realize that 
a government big enough to give us everything we want is 
a government big enough to take from us everything we 
have?” 

As Republicans, we believe in the opportunity for in- 
dividuals, in the responsibility for individuals. We believe 
in local and State government. We believe in a strong 
foreign policy with a policy of national defense that is 
sufficient to protect our interests and to help those who 
want to help themselves. We do believe that the Republi- 
can Party is the only vehicle today that can give Americans 
in all 50 States the opportunity to express these basic, 
fundamental, philosophical views. 

I thank you for helping with your presence and your 
contributions so we can continue the fight under the 
leadership of Mills Godwin and others. 


Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 7:42 p.m. at the Marriott Twin 
Bridges Hotel in Alexandria, Va. 





CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED STATES 


The President’s Remarks to the 63d Annual Meeting of the Chamber. 


April 28, 1975 


Chairman Smith, President Booth, members and guests of the United 


States Chamber of Commerce: 


It is like a spring tonic to appear before a meeting of the Chamber 
of Commerce, and I thank you most generously for your warm welcome. 
Individually as well as collectively, you have always presented such an 
upbeat, positive approach to America that it really feels good to be with 


you this morning. 


Believe me, we need that kind of vitality, that zest for problemsolv- 
ing, and that absence of cynicism that so typifies your membership. Let 
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me also congratulate you on the relevance of your theme for this meeting: 
“America’s Future—Our Critical Choices.” 

As leaders of business, industry, government, we join together to 
explore the future, so that we may seize the opportunities and be better 
able to cope with the problems that we face in common. The mutuality of 
our problems was never more clearly stated than when I was introduced 
at a business conference quite recently. 

The moderator said, “The greatness of America is that anyone can 
grow up to be president of an auto company, president of an airline, 
president of a utility, or President of the United States.” Then he took 
a long pause and added, “That’s just one of the chances you have to take.” 

Now, speaking of presidents, I would like you to join with me in a 
salute to someone we’re all fond of and proud of, someone who has been 
a driving force in the Chamber. Arch Booth is leaving as Chamber presi- 
dent to begin some new adventures. In his 32 years with the Chamber, 
he has helped to build this organization into a dynamic force for good in 
America, a force that is adaptable, responsive, and innovative. 

As long as I have been in Washington—which is more than a genera- 
tion, Arch—you have been a force for progress in the White House and 
on Capitol Hill. We will miss you, and all of us wish you the very, very 
best. 

It is appropriate at this 63d meeting that my appearance here this 
morning follows a slide show sketching the critical choices for the future 
of our country. That presentation hits many of the points that I have been 
discussing around the country for the past few months. These critical 
choices must be made, and they must be made just as swiftly as the Con- 
gress and this Administration can work out effective solutions. 

One of the most serious problems facing us, of course, is the runaway 
spending of the Federal Government. It poses a genuine threat to our 
way of life. I have called upon the Congress to hold the deficit line this 
year at what I consider the alarming figure of some $60 billion. 

I am pleased that both Houses of the Congress appear ready to use 
their newly instituted budget reform procedures to impose ceilings on 
total spending for the next fiscal year. Even though I strongly feel the 
ceilings proposed by the Congressional Budget Committees are too high, 
I am glad that some in the Congress are demonstrating more concern 
about overall spending than has been the case in the past. 

While the spending problems we face are enormous and very, very 
serious, I agree with the Chamber that there is far more right with 
America than what is wrong with our great country. I most certainly 
agree with your president that we have taken for granted the things that 
are right with America so long, that we must remind ourselves as to what 
is right with America. 

An outstanding example is the fact that under our free enterprise 
system, we consistently produce higher quality, safer, and more reliable 
goods than any economy which operates under rigid government control. 
Planned economies simply do not achieve the quality or the low price of 
goods which are the fruits of an open and competitive system. Buyers over- 
whelmingly prefer products of the free enterprise system. Where business 
competes for the buyer’s dollar, the result is better products. 
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We tend to overlook, also, that the survival of the American business 
is directly dependent on its ability to provide the largest number of con- 
sumers with goods of high quality, utility, and safety at attractive prices. 
The self-interest of American business demands that it please customers, 
while there is no such automatic mechanism of consumer protection in 
controlled economies. 

We are a dynamic society with a dynamic economy. But this requires 
that we, as people, ensure that our governmental institutions are respon- 
sive to changing conditions. Let me discuss with you on this occasion one 
function performed by a government—yes, even ours—which requires our 
attention and is in need of reform, and that is regulation. 

In discussing regulation, let me say we should be prepared to listen 
carefully to the case of those who might be injured by deregulation or 
changes in regulations. But we must make our decisions in terms of what 
benefits all of us. I have confidence that our system can make the changes 
that are required to meet the challenges of our dynamic society. 

It may be useful at this point to distinguish between the two broad 
kinds of government regulation. First, there are regulations designed to 
deal with the competitive performance of such industries as railroads, 
trucking, airlines, utilities, and banking. This type of regulation controls 
rates, the right to serve specific markets, and competitive practices. 

One of the most impressive outcomes of the September summit Con- 
ference on Inflation was the nearly unanimous agreement among all 
participants of all persuasions that there are tremendous efficiency losses, 
reductions in productivity, and unnecessary costs to the economy from 
some aspects of this kind of regulation. Almost without exception, the 
conferees recommended reform or elimination of obsolete and unneces- 
sary regulations. 

It is important to recognize that these obsolete and unnecessary 
regulations are not the result of perversity on the part of some regula- 
tory body or government official. Rather, they result from the fact 
that the regulatory process is inherently static. Regulations do not auto- 
matically expire when they have outlived their usefulness. There is no 
systematic pattern of review and, even when it is acknowledged that 
changes are warranted, procedural delays often result in obsolete rules 
remaining in force for years. In short, while the intention of regulation 
is to protect consumers, it sometimes does just the opposite. 

In many cases, the reduction or elimination of existing regulations 
would result in lower prices for the consumer and open new opportunities 
for business. In other industries, where there is inadequate competition, 
regulation should continue. But it is the job of government to ensure that 
such necessary regulation is administered efficiently and fairly. 

A second type of regulation is concerned with social issues such as 
occupational safety, consumer product safety and, of course, the environ- 
ment. This kind of regulation is generally of more recent origin, but it is 
becoming more critical every day. 

The central issue here is the need for a proper assessment or evalua- 
tion of costs and benefits. The question is not whether we want to do some- 
thing about noise or safety, but whether, in making changes in our regula- 
tions, would they make more sense in terms of costs added and benefits 
gained. 
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When I talk about costs, I am not just talking about cold figures in 
a bookkeeping ledger. I am talking about what you pay in the market- 
place—in the supermarket, in the clothing store, in the ladies boutique. 
Ultimately, all such costs are paid by you, the producers, and your wives, 
the consumers. 

All too often, the Federal Government promulgates new rules and 
regulations which raise costs and consumer prices at the same time, to 
achieve small or somewhat limited social benefits. In these cases we must 
either revise proposed rules and regulations to lower their costs, or we 
must not adopt them in the first place. Moreover, we must examine the 
whole range of existing rules and regulations to determine whether 
modifications could lower costs without significantly sacrificing their 
objectives. 

Let me emphasize, however, that we do not seek to eliminate all 
regulations. Many are costly, but they are essential to preserve public 
health, public safety. But we must know their cost and measure those 
costs against the good that the regulations seek to accomplish. 

A major problem is that these costs are often hidden from the public, 
generally. While we are all accustomed to an open debate on the govern- 
ment’s budget, far too little attention has been focused on the ways in 
which government regulations levy a hidden tax on the American people. 
In the nearly 90 years since we created the first Federal regulatory com- 
mission, we have built a system of regulations which abounds with con- 
tradictions and excesses, all to the detriment of the public. 

There are sound estimates that government regulations have added 
billions of unnecessary dollars to business and consumer costs every year. 
To reverse this trend of growing regulation, my Administration is working 
hard to identify and to eliminate those regulations which now cost the 
American people more than they provide in benefits. I feel strongly, just 
as the Chamber does, that we must keep and improve those regulations 
which work, but we have an obligation to discard those that do not. 

Let me review with you for a moment some of the steps we are taking 
to make sure that we concentrate not on rhetoric, but on results. 

First, I have asked all offices within the executive branch to evaluate 
the inflationary impact of significant legislation, rules, and regulations 
which we propose. Let me say that I am delighted that the House of Rep- 
resentatives has also adopted changes in its rules to require the measure- 
ment of the cost of legislation before it is adopted. 

Most people would agree that some regulation is needed, but only 
when we know the costs of proposed government actions can we rationally 
determine how much regulation we’re willing to pay for. For example, is 
it worth as much as $30 billion a year of the consumer dollar to reduce 
the level of occupational noise exposure by approximately five decibels? 
Have air bags been proven sufficiently cost-effective for us to require their 
installation in all cars at between $100 and $300 each? 

Earlier this year, I sent to the Congress a comprehensive program 
to seek energy sufficiency for our Nation. Among the highest priorities of 
this effort is my proposal to remove, as quickly as possible, the Federal 
price controls on new natural gas sold in interstate markets. At present, 
the artificially low price of natural gas marketed interstate has curtailed 
exploration and development and forced users, shut out by present short- 
ages, toward either curtailment of their operations or greater dependence 
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on oil. Inevitably, inaction this year by the Congress will result in plant 
shutdowns and job layoffs. We cannot afford that bad result. 

We have already submitted a Financial Institutions Act, which 
should phase out some of the most anticompetitive Federal regulations 
governing banks and thrift institutions. The American people will benefit 
if all financial institutions are able to offer a wider variety of lending serv- 
ices and pay more competitive interest rates to savers. 

In the coming weeks, I will send to the Congress a comprehensive 
transportation program designed to achieve maximum reform of Federal 
regulations governing our railroads, airlines, and trucking firms. 

The first of these bills will permit railroads to begin to adjust their 
rates within specified limits, without ICC interference. The legislation 
will improve procedures for mergers and for abandonments. The in- 
creased competition brought about by this legislation will lower costs for 
consumers and save approximately 70,000 barrels of oil each day. Legisla- 
tion proposing corresponding reform measures for trucking and airline 
regulation will follow shortly. 

Another element of our program is pending legislation in the Con- 
gress which would end the so-called fair trade laws. Federal law today 
now permits States to allow manufacturers to dictate the price of their 
product and drives up the cost on such items as books, cosmetics, shoes, 
hardware. These depression-era laws, which cost consumers an estimated 
$2 billion a year, should be laid to rest along with the NRA Blue Eagle 
of the same period. 

In addition, I will propose changes in other laws which restrain 
competition and deny buyers substantial savings. The Robinson-Patman 
Act is a leading example of such laws. It discourages both large and small 
firms from cutting prices, and it also makes it harder for them to expand 
into new markets and to pass on to customers the cost-savings on large 
orders. 

Finally, there are a number of related actions which will improve 
our understanding of government regulation and facilitate future changes. 
The problem of government-imposed reporting requirements has become 
so acute that your government has had to create a Commission on Federal 
Paperwork. Yes, that is right. There is a committee, a board, an agency, 
or a commission in Washington for just about everything, including trying 
to cut down the onerous filling-out of Federal forms, which last June 
numbered exactly 5,146 separate types. That’s many too many. 

The Commission will represent the Administration, the Congress, and 
the public, and I intend to see that its very wide powers are used effec- 
tively to cut down the unnecessary burden on our American free enter- 
prise system. 

I will be convening very shortly an unprecedented meeting of all of 
the Commissioners of the ten major independent regulatory agencies. 
Joining them will be key Members of the Congress and the Administra- 
tion. Together we will discuss the imperative need to foster greater com- 
petition in the public interest and the equally imperative need to consider 
the inflationary effects of all proposed new regulations. 

Let me reaffirm to you today my deep personal conviction that the 
best way to begin in our efforts is to improve the government we have, 
not to enlarge it. I do not believe a bigger government is necessarily a 
better government. May I add this: Please never forget, a government 
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big enough to give us everything we want is a government big enough to 
take from us everything we have. 

I have ordered action by the executive departments and agencies 
to make major improvements in the quality of service to the consumer, 
and I have asked the Congress to postpone action on legislation which 
would create a new Federal agency for consumer advocacy. I do not 
believe that we need yet another Federal bureaucracy in Washington 
with its attendant costs of about $60 million over the next 3 years and 
hundreds of additional Federal employees. 

At a time when we are trying to cut down both the size and the cost 
of government, it would be unsound to add still another layer of bureauc- 
racy. Instead, the program I have outlined represents the first steps 
toward improving government’s ability to serve all of its citizens. 

Let me add, I need your help in so many ways. I need your views, 
your ideas and, yes, your suggestions, for in that way, we can bring the 
full weight of the business community to bear down on solving the mutual 
problems that we face. I urge you to bring to my attention those govern- 
ment practices which you feel unnecessarily add to costs and interfere 
with the effective working of our free enterprise system. You will be doing 
your country and your fellow businessmen a service—as well as yourself. 

We have a unique opportunity right now to make some long-overdue 
changes in a system of regulations which has not kept pace with the times. 
The critical choices remain to be made, but I am confident that America 
has the capability and the desire to respond to those challenges. These 
fundamental reforms are vital to our economic recovery and our long- 
range stability. 

I commend the Chamber for the advertisements entitled, “What’s 
Right With America.” Of the 12 items listed in the ad, I particularly like 
number six, which says, “We have a willingness to experiment with dif- 
ferent forms of social, economic, and political organization—keeping 
what works and discarding what doesn’t.” 

That sums up very well what I have said to you here today. So, let’s 
work together in this effort which will benefit all Americans. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:25 a.m. at Constitution Hall. In his opening remarks, 


the President referred to Charles H. Smith, chairman of the board, and Arch N. Booth, 
president, Chamber of Commerce of the United States. 





Evacuation From South Vietnam I, therefore, ordered the evacuation of all American 


personnel remaining in South Vietnam. 


Statement by the President. The evacuation has been completed. I commend the 


April 29, 1975 


During the past week, I had ordered the reduction of | personnel of the Armed Forces who accomplished it, as 


American personnel in the United States mission in 
Saigon to levels that could be quickly evacuated during 
an emergency, while enabling that mission to continue to 
fulfill its duties. 

During the day on Monday, Washington time, the air- 
port at Saigon came under persistent rocket as well as 
artillery fire and was effectively closed. The military situ- 
ation in the area deteriorated rapidly. 


well as Ambassador Graham Martin and the staff of his 
mission who served so well under difficult conditions. 

This action closes a chapter in the American experi- 
ence. I ask all Americans to close ranks, to avoid recrim- 
ination about the past, to look ahead to the many goals 
we share, and to work together on the great tasks that 
remain to be accomplished. 
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South Vietnam 


News Conference by Secretary of State Henry A. 
Kissinger Following U.S. Evacuations. April 29, 1975 


Mr. Nessen. The briefing was delayed until the evacu- 
ation was completed,’ and the last helicopters are now 
in the air. I would like to read a statement by the 
President. 

[At this point, Press Secretary Ron Nessen read the President’s state- 
ment. For the text of the statement, see the preceding item.] 

Mr. NessEn. Copies of this statement will be available 
as you leave the briefing. Now, to give you the details of 
the events of the past few days and to answer your ques- 
tions, Secretary of State Kissinger. 

Secretary Kissincer. Ladies and gentlemen, when 
the President spoke before the Congress, he stated as our 
objective the stabilization of the situation in Vietnam. 

We made clear at that time, as well as before many 
Congressional hearings, that our purpose was to bring 
about the most controlled and the most humane solution 
that was possible and that these objectives required the 
course which the President had set. 

Our priorities were as follows: We sought to save the 
American lives still in Vietnam; we tried to rescue as 
many South Vietnamese that had worked with the United 
States for 15 years, in reliance on our commitments, as 
we possibly could; and, we sought to bring about as 
humane an outcome as was achievable under the condi- 
tions that existed. 


Over the past 2 weeks, the American personnel in Viet- 
nam have been progressively reduced. Our objective was 
to reduce at a rate that was significant enough so that we 
would finally be able to evacuate rapidly, but which would 
not produce a panic which might prevent anybody from 
getting out. 

Our objective was also to fulfill the human obligation 
which we felt to the tens of thousands of South Vietnam- 
ese who had worked with us for over a decade. 


Finally, we sought through various intermediaries to 
bring about as humane a political evolution as we could. 

By Sunday evening, the personnel in our mission had 
been reduced to 950, and there were 8,000 South Viet- 
namese to be considered in a particularly high-risk cate- 
gory—between five and eight thousand. We do not know 
the exact number. 


On Monday evening Washington time, around 5 
o’clock, which was Tuesday morning in Saigon, the air- 
port in Tan Son Nhut was rocketed and received artillery 
fire. 


*The White House later announced that at the time of the press 
conference, an element of the ground security force remained to be 
evacuated from South Vietnam. Therefore, the completion of the 
evacuation of these personnel actually occurred after the conclusion 
of the press conference. 


The President called an NSC meeting. He decided that 
if the shelling stopped by dawn Saigon time, we would 
attempt to operate with fixed-wing aircraft from Tan 
Son Nhut airport for one more day to remove the high- 
risk South Vietnamese, together with all the Defense At- 
taché’s Office [DAO], which was located near the Tan 
Son Nhut airport. He also ordered a substantial reduc- 
tion of the remaining American personnel in South 
Vietnam. 

I may point out that the American personnel in Sai- 
gon was divided into two groups; one with the Defense 
Attaché’s Office, which was located near the Tan Son 
Nhut airport; the second one, which was related to the 
Embassy and was with the United States mission in down- 
town Saigon. 

The shelling did stop early in the morning on Tuesday, 
Saigon time, or about 9 p.m. last night, Washington time. 
We then attempted to land C—130s, but found that the 
population at the airport had got out of control and had 
flooded the runways. It proved impossible to land any 
more fixed-wing aircraft. 

The President thereupon ordered that the DAO per- 
sonnel, together with those civilians that had been made 
ready to be evacuated, be moved to the DAO compound 
which is near Tan Son Nhut airport. And at about 11 
o'clock last night, he ordered the evacuation of all Ameri- 
cans from Tan Son Nhut and from the Embassy as well. 

This operation has been going on all day which, of 
course, is night in Saigon, under difficult circumstances. 
And the total number of those evacuated numbers about 
6,500—we will have the exact figures for you tomorrow— 
of which about a thousand are Americans. 

Our Ambassador has left, and the evacuation can be 
said to be completed. 

In the period since the President spoke to the Congress, 
we have therefore succeeded in evacuating all of the 
Americans who were in South Vietnam, losing the two 
Marines last night to rocket fire and two pilots today on a 
helicopter. 

We succeeded in evacuating something on the order of 
55,000 South Vietnamese, and we hope that we have con- 
tributed to a political evolution that may spare the South 
Vietnamese some of the more drastic consequences of a 
political change. But this remains to be seen; this last 
point remains to be seen. 

As far as the Administration is concerned, I can only 
underline the point made by the President. We do not 
believe that this is a time for recrimination. It is a time 
to heal wounds, to look at our international obligations, 
and to remember that peace and progress in the world 
has depended importantly on American commitment and 
American convictions and that the peace and progress of 
our own people is closely tied to that of the rest of the 
world. 

I will be glad to answer your questions. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, you made some reference a few 
weeks back to those who believe in the domino theory. 
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And while I don’t remember exactly your words, the 
point was it is easy to laugh at it, but there is some justi- 
fication for subscribing to that theory. 

Now that this chapter is over, can you give us your 
estimate of the security of Thailand and other countries 
in the area or the near area? 

Secretary Kissincer. I think it is too early to make a 
final assessment. There is no question that the outcome 
in Indochina will have consequences, not only in Asia 
but in many other parts of the world. 

To deny these consequences is to miss the possibility of 
dealing with them. So, I believe there will be conse- 
quences. But, I am confident that we can deal with 
them, and we are determined to manage and to progress 
along the road towards a permanent peace that we 
have sought. But, there is no question that there will be 
consequences. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, now that it is over, could you tell us 
or elaborate in more detail what we did through various 
intermediaries to bring about, I think you said, as humane 
a political solution as possible, and why those efforts 
seem to have failed? 

SECRETARY Kissincer. Well, I would not agree with 
the proposition that these efforts have failed, because at 
least some of the efforts, especially those related to evacu- 
ation were carried out through intermediaries. I think 
it is premature for me to go into all of the details, but we 
did deal with Hanoi and with the PRG [Provisional Rev- 
olutionary Government] through different intermediaries, 
and we were in a position to put our views and receive 
responses. 

Q. May I follow that by saying, why then was it neces- 
sary to stage a rescue operation in the final stages? 

SECRETARY Kissincer. In the final stages, it was al- 
ways foreseen that a helicopter lift for some contingents 
would be necessary. I believe that the dynamics of the 
situation in South Vietnam and the impatience of the 
North Vietnamese to seize power brought about an accel- 
eration of events in the last day and a half. But you will 
remember there was a period of about 5 days when both 
civilian and U.S. personnel were evacuated without any 
substantial opposition; in fact, more than 5 days, about 
a week. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, on that point, do you now anticipate 
that the North Vietnamese intend to move in and force- 
fully seize Saigon? Do you anticipate that there will be a 
bloody battle of Saigon, or is there still a chance for an 
orderly transition? 

SecrETARY KissInceER. This is very difficult to judge 
at this moment. I think it is important to point out that 
the Communist demands have been escalating as the mili- 
tary situation has changed in their favor. 

A week ago they were asking only for the removal of 
President Thieu. When he resigned, they immediately 
asked for the removal of his successor, specifying that 


General Minh would be acceptable. When President 
Huong resigned in favor of General Minh, ke was now 
described as a member of a clique which includes all of 
the members of his administration. 

A week ago, the Communist demand was for the 
removal of American military personnel. This quickly 
escalated into a removal of all American personnel. Then, 
a new demand was put forward for the dismantling of 
the South Vietnamese military apparatus. When that was 
agreed to, they added to it the demand for the dismantling 
of the South Vietnamese administrative apparatus. So, 
it is clear that what is being aimed at is a substantial 
political takeover. 

Now, whether it is possible to avoid a battle for Saigon, 
it is too early to judge. I would hope—and we certainly 
have attempted to work in that direction—that such a 
battle can be avoided. And it is basically unnecessary, 
because it seems to us that the South Vietnamese Govern- 
ment is prepared to draw the conclusions from the exist- 
ing situation and, in fact, looked forward to correspond 
to the demands of the Communist side. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, do you consider the United States 
now owes any allegiance at all to the Paris pact? Are 
we now bound in any way by the Paris agreements? 

SecRETARY Kissincer. Well, as far as the United 
States is concerned, there aren’t many provisions of the 
Paris agreement that are still relevant. As far as the North 
Vietnamese are concerned, they have stated that they 
wish to carry out the Paris accords, though by what defi- 
nition is not fully clear to me. We would certainly support 
this if it has any meaning. 

Q. May I ask one followup? Do you now favor Ameri- 
can aid in rebuilding North Vietnam? 

SECRETARY KissiNcER. North Vietnam? 

Q. North Vietnam. 

SecrETARY KissinceEr. No, I do not favor American 
aid for rebuilding North Vietnam. 

Q. How about South Vietnam? 

SecrETARY KissIncer. With respect to South Vietnam, 
we will have to see what kind of government emerges 
and, indeed, whether there is going to be a South Vietnam. 
We would certainly look at particular specific humani- 
tarian requests that can be carried out by humanitarian 
agencies, but we do believe that the primary responsibility 
should fall on those who supplied the weapons for this 
political change. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, I would like to ask a question about 
the length of time that it took to complete this evacuation. 
First, the question of whether days went by after the end 
became obvious before ordering the evacuation; second, 
if after ordering it there was a one-hour delay in helicopter 
landings, apparently caused by military confusion; third, 
whether the evacuation was prolonged by picking up 
thousands of Vietnamese, instead of concentrating on 
Americans; and fourth, whether this was delayed even 
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further by Ambassador Martin’s desire to be the last man 
to leave the sinking ship. 

In other words, I have tried to put the specifics in order 
to ask you, did it take too long to get out of there to write 
this last chapter? 

Secretary KissincEr. We got out with all of the per- 
sonnel that were there, without panic, and without the 
substantial casualties that could have occurred if civil 
order had totally broken down. We also managed to save 
56,000 people whose lives were in the most severe 
jeopardy. 

We had to make a judgment every day, how many 
people we thought we could safely remove without trig- 
gering a panic and, at the same time, still be able to carry 
out our principal function and the remaining functions. 

I think these objectives were achieved, and they were 
carried out successfully. Therefore, I do not believe that 
there was an undue delay, because an evacuation has 
been going on for 2 weeks. 

The difference between the last stage and the previous 
period was that the last stage was done by helicopter and 
the previous stages had been done by fixed-wing. 

I think the ability to conduct a final evacuation by 
helicopter without casualties during the operation, at 
least casualties caused by hostile action—well, is closely 
related to the policies that were pursued in the preceding 
2 weeks. 

As for Ambassador Martin—he was in a very difficult 
position. He felt a moral obligation to the people with 
whom he had been associated, and he attempted to save 


as many of those as possible. That is not the worst fault 
a man can have. 


Q. Mr. Secretary, there have been numerous reports of 
American appeals to the Soviets, to the Chinese. Can you 
say today in the evacuation effort, were either the Soviets 
or the Chinese helpful or unhelpful in this diplomatic 
effort? 

SEcRETARY Kissincer. I think that we received some 
help from the Soviet Union in the evacuation effort. The 
degree of it we will have to assess when we study the 
exchanges. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, what caused the breakdown of the 
intent which was spoken of earlier on the Hill to try to 
achieve a measure of self-determination for the people of 
South Vietnam, and what is your total assessment now of 
the effectiveness or the noneffectiveness of the whole Paris 
accord operation, which you said at the outset was in- 
tended to achieve peace with honor for the United States? 


SecreTaRY Kissincer. Until Sunday night, we 
thought there was some considerable hope that the North 
Vietnamese would not seek a solution by purely military 
means. And when the transfer of power to General Minh 
took place, a person who had been designated by the 
other side as a counterpart worth talking to—they would 


be prepared to talk with—we thought that a negotiated 
solution in the next few days was highly probable. 

Sometime Sunday night, the North Vietnamese obvi- 
ously changed signals. Why that is, we do not yet know, 
nor do I exclude that now that the American presence is 
totally removed and very little military structure is left 
in South Vietnam, that there may not be a sort of a 
negotiation. But what produced this sudden shift to a 
military option or what would seem to us to be a sudden 
shift to a military option, I have not had a sufficient op- 
portunity to analyze. 

Now, as to the effectiveness of the Paris accords, I think 
it is important to remember the mood in this country at 
the time that the Paris accords were being negotiated. I 
think it is worth remembering that the principal criticism 
that was then made was that the terms we insisted on were 
too tough, not that the terms were too generous. 

We wanted what was considered peace with honor— 
was that the United States would not end a war by over- 
throwing a government with which it had been associated. 
That still seems like an objective that was correct. 

Now, there were several other assumptions that were 
made at that time that were later falsified by events that 
were beyond the control of, and that were indeed unfore- 
seeable by anybody who negotiated these agreements, in- 
cluding the disintegration of, or the weakening of execu- 
tive authority in the United States, for reasons uncon- 
nected with foreign policy considerations. 

So, the premises of the Paris accord in terms of aid, of 
the possibility of aid, and in terms of other factors, tended 
to disintegrate. I see no purpose now in reviewing that 
particular history. Within the context of the time, it 
seemed the right thing to do. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, a followup question on that. What 
is the current relationship of the United States to the 
South Vietnamese political grouping, or whatever you 
would call it? 

SECRETARY Kissincer. We will have to see what 
grouping emerges out of whatever negotiations should 
now take place between the two South Vietnamese sides. 
After we have seen what grouping emerges and what 
degree of independence it has, then we can make a deci- 
sion about what our political relationship to it is. We 
have not made a decision on that. 

Q. Would you say diplomatic relations are in abeyance 
with the government in South Vietnam? 

Secretary Kissincer. I think that is a fair statement. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, looking back on the war now, would 
you say that the war was in vain and, what do you feel 
it accomplished? 

Secretary Kissincer. I think it will be a long time 
before Americans will be able to talk or write about the 
war with some dispassion. It is clear that the war did 
not achieve the objectives of those who started the orig- 
inal involvement, nor the objectives of those who sought 
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to end that involvement, which they found on terms 
which seemed to them compatible with the sacrifices that 
had been made. 

What lessons we should draw from it, I think we should 
reserve for another occasion. But I don’t think that we 
can solve the problem of having entered the conflict too 
lightly by leaving it too lightly, either. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, looking toward the future, has Amer- 
ica been so stunned by the experience of Vietnam that 
it will never again come to the military or economic aid 
of an ally? I am talking specifically in the case of Israel. 

Secretary Kissincer. As I pointed out in a speech a 
few weeks ago, one lesson we must learn from this ex- 
perience is that we must be very careful in the commit- 
ments we make, but that we should scrupulously honor 
those commitments we do make. 

I believe that the experience in the war, that the war 
has had, can make us more mature in the commitments 
we undertake and more determined to maintain those 
we have. I would therefore think that with relation to 
other countries, including Israel, that no lessons should 
be drawn by the enemies of our friends from the experi- 
ences in Vietnam. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, in view of the developments in the 
last week or so, would you agree that there was never 
any hope of stabilizing the South Vietnamese military 
situation after the withdrawal from the northern region? 

SecrETARY Kissincer. When the President met with 
General Weyand in Palm Springs, the judgment was 
that there was a slim hope, but some hope—somewhat 
less than 50-50, but still some hope. 

The situation deteriorated with every passing day. 
Now, those of you whom I briefed at that time will 
remember that I said that whatever—and I said it in 
public testimony on innumerable occasions—that what- 
ever objective we may set ourselves and whatever assess- 
ment we make about the outcome, the Administration 
had no choice except to pursue the course that we did, 
which was designed to save the Americans still in Viet- 
nam and the maximum number of Vietnamese lives, 
should the worst come to pass. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, could you tell us, are you now re- 
assessing the amount of humanitarian aid which Congress 
should give to the South Vietnamese and, also, can you 
tell us the President’s reaction and mood during these past 
24 hours? 

SECRETARY KissIncerR. With respect to humanitarian 
aid for South Vietnam, we spoke to the Congressional 
leadership this morning, and we urged them to pass the 
humanitarian part of the aid request that we have sub- 
mitted to the Congress. The President pointed out that 
he would make a later decision as to what part of that 
humanitarian aid could be used in South Vietnam after 
the political evolution in South Vietnam becomes clearer. 

The President’s mood was somber and determined, 


and we all went through a somewhat anxious 24 hours, 
because: until the last helicopter had left, we couldn’t 
really know whether an attack on any of these compounds 
might start and whether missiles might be used against 
our evacuation. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, could I ask you to clarify something 
that seems rather important at this point? You have said 
here, and in the past, that a weakening of the American 
executive authority was a factor in this whole outcome. 
Now, there have been reports that former President 
Nixon, with your advice, had decided in April of 1973 
to resume the bombing of North Vietnam, but that 
Watergate intruded and he could not carry through that. 
Is that an historic fact or not? 

SECRETARY KissINcER. To the best of my knowledge, 
President Nixon had never actually decided on any par- 
ticular action. The Washington Special Action Group, 
at that period, was considering a number of reactions 
that could be taken to the beginning flagrant violations 
of the agreements. This was done on an interdepartmen- 
tal basis, including the Department of State, my office, the 
Department of Defense, and had reached certain options. 
Then President Nixon, as it turned out, never made a 
final decision between these options. To what extent it 
was influenced by Watergate is a psychological assessment 
that one can only speculate about. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, there is a new Asia developing after 
the Indochina situation. What will the priorities of the 
United States be in recognizing its existing commitments 
and in making new ones? 

SECRETARY KIssINGER. We will have to assess the im- 
pact of Indochina on our allies and on other countries 
in that area and on their perceptions of the United States. 
And we will have to assess, also, what role the United 
States can responsibly play over an indefinite period of 
time, because surely another lesson we should draw from 
the Indochina experience is that a foreign policy must 
be sustained over decades if it is to be effective and, if it 
cannot be, then it has to be tailored to what is sustainable. 

The President has already reaffirmed our alliance with 
Japan, our defense treaty with Korea, and we, of course, 
also have treaty obligations and important bases in the 
Philippines. We will soon be in consultation with many 
other countries in that area, including Indonesia and Sing- 
apore and Australia and New Zealand, and we hope to 
crystallize an Asian policy that is suited to present cir- 
cumstances with close consultation with our friends. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, are you confident that all the Amer- 
icans that wanted to come out are out of Saigon, and do 
you have any idea of the number of Americans who re- 
mained behind? 

SEcrETARY KissinceR. I have no idea of the number 
of Americans that remained behind. I am confident that 
every American who wanted to come out is out, but how 
many chose to stay behind we won’t know until tomor- 
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row sometime. The last contingent that left was the Am- 
bassador and some of his immediate staff, and we won’t 
know, really, until we get the report from them. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, is President Thieu welcome to seek 
asylum in this country, and is there any possibility that 
the United States would recognize an exile government of 
South Vietnam? 

Secretary Kissincer. If President Thieu should seek 
asylum in the United States, he would be, of course, re- 
ceived. The United States will not recognize an exile gov- 
ernment of South Vietnam. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, could you tell us what went wrong, 
what were the flaws in American foreign policy toward 
Indochina all these years? Why was it that so many 
administrations repeatedly underestimated the power of 
the North Vietnamese and overestimated the capability 
of power on the part of the South Vietnamese? 

Secretary Kissincer. As I said earlier, I think this 
is not the occasion, when the last American has barely 
left Saigon, to make an assessment of a decade and a 
half of American foreign policy, because it could equally 
well be argued that if five administrations—that were 
staffed, after all, by serious people, dedicated to the wel- 
fare of their country—came to certain conclusions, that 
maybe there was something in their assessment, even if 
for a variety of reasons the effort did not succeed. 

As I have already pointed out, special factors have 
operated in recent years. But I would think that what 
we need now in this country, for some weeks at least, and 
hopefully for some months, is to heal the wounds and to 
put Vietnam behind us and to concentrate on the problems 
of the future. That certainly will be the Administration’s 
attitude. There will be time enough for historic 
assessments. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, you have repeatedly spoken of the 
potential consequences of what has happened in South- 
east Asia. I would like to ask if you feel your personal 
prestige and, therefore, your personal ability to negotiate 
between other countries has been damaged by what has 
happened in the failure of the present? 

SECRETARY KissincerR. Well, if I should ever come 
to the conclusion that I could not fulfill what the President 
has asked of me, then I would draw the consequences 
from this. Obviously, this has been a very painful experi- 
ence, and it would be idle to deny this has been a painful 
experience for many who have been concerned with this 
problem for a decade and a half. 

I think the problems in Vietnam went deeper than any 
one negotiation, and an analysis of the accords at the 
time will require an assessment of the public pressures, of 
what was sustainable. But I don’t think, again, that we 
should go into this at this particular moment, nor am I 
probably the best judge of my prestige at any particular 


point. 


Q. Mr. Secretary, what was it in particular that led 
you to believe until Sunday night that Hanoi might be 
willing to go for a nonmilitary solution? Did you have 
some specific information from them to indicate that? 
Because certainly the battlefield situation suggested 
otherwise. 

SecrETARY KissINcER. Well, maybe to you, but the 
battlefield situation suggested that there was a standdown 
of significant military activity, and the public pronounce- 
ments were substantially in the direction that a negotia- 
tion would start with General Minh. There were also 
other reasons which led us to believe that the possibility 
of a negotiation remained open. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, you have blamed the Soviets and 
the Red Chinese for breaking faith with the letter and 
the spirit of the Paris peace accords. The Soviet Union 
has apparently, through its broadcasts, encouraged a 
Communist takeover in Portugal. The Chinese have 
signed a joint communiqué with North Korea encouraging 
North Korea to unify South Korea by force. 

My question is, why, in view of these violations in both 
the letter and in the spirit of détente does the United 
States continue to believe in détente; secondly, are we 
ever going to take some obvious action showing American 
displeasure at the behavior of the two Communist super 
powers? 

SecreTArY Kissincer. First, I think it is important 
to keep in mind that our relationship with both the Soviet 
Union and the People’s Republic of China is based on 
ideological hostility, but practical reasons for cooperation 
in certain limited spheres. 

With respect to the Soviet Union, they and we possess 
the capability to destroy mankind. The question of how 
to prevent a general nuclear war is a problem that some 
administration must solve before consequences that would 
be irremedial. Therefore, there is always a common interest 
and, indeed, a common obligation to attempt to deal with 
this particular problem. 

Now, with respect to the various points you made, it is 
important for us to recognize that we cannot, in this 
situation, ask of the Soviet Union that it does our job for 
us. On the one hand, as I pointed out previously, of 
course, the Soviet Union and the People’s Republic must 
be responsible for the consequences of those actions that 
lead to an upset of the situation in Indochina or maybe 
in the Middle East; that is, the introduction of massive 
armaments that will in all probability be used offensively 
is an event that we cannot ignore. 

On the other hand, I think it would be a grave mistake 
to blame the Soviet Union for what happened in Portu- 
gal. It may have taken advantage of the situation in 
Portugal, but the fact that the Communist Party in Portu- 
gal has emerged—despite the fact that it, in recent elec- 
tions, had only 12 percent of the votes—cannot be 
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ascribed to Soviet machinations primarily, but due to 
causes that are much more complicated and also due to 
evolutions in Europe that have roots quite different from 
Soviet pressures. 

So, we must not make the mistake of ascribing every 
reverse we have to our Communist opponents, because 
that makes them appear 10 feet tall. On the other hand, 
we raust not make the mistake of lulling ourselves with 
a period of détente into believing that all competition 
has disappeared. 

Between these two extremes, we must navigate, seek 
to reduce tensions on the basis of reciprocity, and seek to 
promote a stabler world. When either of the Communist 
countries has attempted actively to bring foreign policy 
pressures, the United States has resisted strenuously. And 
again, we have called their attention to the fact that the 
fostering of international conflict will certainly lead to a 
breakdown of détente. But the individual examples which 
you gave cannot be ascribed to Communist actions pri- 
marily. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, in ordering the evacuation, to what 
extent were you responding exclusively to the military 
situation and to what extent were you responding either 
to a request by Big Minh for all Americans to get out, 
or to your own feeling that a total evacuation might 
facilitate a political settlement? 

SecrETARY Kissincer. When the President ordered 
total evacuation, it was done on the basis that Tan Son 
Nhut airport had already been closed and that, there- 
fore, the American personnel in Saigon—and there were 
45 in the provinces—might soon become hostage to the 
approaching Communist forces. 

The order to evacuate was made before any request 
had been received from General Minh, and the princi- 
pal, indeed, the only reason was to guarantee the safety 
of the remaining Americans. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, there was a report last night that 
the Communists were backing away from the airport, the 
rockets seemed to be moving back. Was that a direct result 
of negotiations, and were they prepared to let us move 
refugees out or Americans out on fixed-wing aircraft? 

SecrETARY Kissincer. I don’t know that particular 
report, but the shelling stopped about 9 p.m. last night. 
We could not operate fixed-wing aircraft, because 
the control at the airport broke down. And it was at this 
point, that the President decided that with Communist 
forces approaching on all sides and with the airport being 
closed, that we had to go to a helicopter evacuation. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, there is a report in New York that 
last week you sent a further request for the good offices 
of the Council Ministers of The Nine, the European 
Community. 

Secretary Kissincer. We did not approach The 
Nine last week. 


Q. Mr. Secretary, do you see any possibility of a nego- 
tiated settlement and also, with respect to that, what can 
and should the South Vietnamese Government do now? 

Secretary Kissincer. I have already pointed out that 
the Communist demands have been escalating, literally, 
with every passing day; that as soon as one demand is 
met, an additional demand is put forward. So, we should 
have no illusions about what the Communist side is aim- 
ing for. 

The South Vietnamese, insofar as I can tell, have met 
every demand that has so far been put forward on the 
radio. There have not been any direct negotiations with 
which I am familiar. 

What is attainable in the transfer of power that would 
preserve a vestige of other forces than the Communist 
forces, that remains to be seen. 

Reporter. Thank you, Mr. Secretary. 


NOTE: The news conference began at 5:20 p.m. in Room 450 at the 
Old Executive Office Building. 


Dinner Honoring King Hussein 
of Jordan 


Exchange of Toasts Between the President and 
King Hussein at a Dinner at the White House. 
April 29, 1975 


Tue Present. Your Highness, I want again to extend 
to you my personal feeling, my strong conviction that you 
and your country represent, in this situation, the finest in 
what we have to do in the area of peace in the Middle 
East. 

You have been here many, many times over the years, 
and on each and every occasion, your contribution to a 
solution has been all to the good from the point of view of 
all parties concerned. We are deeply grateful now, as well 
as in the past, for this contribution. 

We had a very, I think, constructive meeting this morn- 
ing, and I know you are going to be meeting with the Sec- 
retary of State tomorrow. Your personal contribution to 
this very difficult problem that the world faces in the 
Middle East is a very significant one. 

We have had some disappointments with the efforts 
that the Secretary of State and that I made in the Middle 
East. But I for one do not believe that we can tolerate 
stagnation or stalemate, and we do not intend to do so. 

The precise key, the precise answer is still being ana- 
lyzed here in our country and, I am sure, in other parts of 
the world. But momentum for progress has to be con- 
tinued. And one of the benefits of my meeting with you 
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this morning was that we discussed the need and neces- 
sity not to look back and condemn one party or another 
or to have any adverse comments about one party or 
another. 

The important point is that we have to look forward. 
We have to be optimistic about what is good in the Middle 
East, but what, more importantly, is good for the world 
as a whole. 

The situation in the Middle East is totally related to 
the improvement of world conditions on a global basis. 
We are thankful and very appreciative of your continuous 
statesmanship. It has been evident to everybody over a 
long period of time, but I have personally had the op- 
portunity to observe it, and I thank you. 

We are most grateful, and in the months ahead we will 
be very mindful of your observations, your recommenda- 
tions, as we try to find an answer to the problems not only 
in the Middle East but elsewhere. 

So, it is my great honor and privilege, Your Majesty, 
to offer a toast to you for all that you have done and all 
that you will do for the benefit of all of the people in the 
Middle East and the people in the world. 

Your Majesty. 

Kinc Hussein. Mr. President, is is indeed an honor 
and a very great pleasure for me, sir, to have had this 
opportunity to meet with you again, sir, and to be 
amongst friends. 

We have indeed over the years been ever proud of the 
fact that those years that passed brought us closer to- 
gether in many fields and in many areas. We are proud 
of the friendship that has always existed between our 
two countries, the friendship that now we feel exists be- 
tween the Arab nation and the United States, its govern- 
ment and its people. 

We have a commonality of interests. On the one hand, 
we share the same principles, uphold the same ideals, have 
the same hopes and aspirations for a better world, for a 
world where people can live in peace and in dignity and 
divert their energies and resources to further build for the 
generations to come. 

Our area is a troubled area, and trouble in our area is 
dangerous, not only to all those who live in it but to the 
future of mankind. 


I am proud of the fact that I don’t speak only for my- 
self, but for many of the area’s leaders, many of our 
present Arab world, and to say that we wish for nothing 
more than a just and durable peace. We are proud of the 
fact that we have contributed our utmost towards that 
end, and we have determined to do our utmost for that 
end. 


We know very well that the United States will continue 
to look at our problems with interest and with determina- 
tion, to play the major role which only the United States 
can play for the attainment of the goal of peace. 


We have watched with admiration and respect the 
many efforts, sir, made under your wise auspices and lead- 
ership—the efforts and initiatives of our great friend, 
Dr. Kissinger, the patience, the perseverance, and the ded- 
ication. Regardless of the outcome to date, we admire the 
spirit, and we appreciate the tremendous efforts, and we 
will always do so. 

We look into the future with hope at the chance that 
is ahead of us—which may be the final chance—and a 
tragic history of lost opportunities may be taken by all 
concerned for the establishment of a just and durable 
peace. 

We saw difficulties, sir. We feel that they are both in 
our area and in the world as a whole. 

I thank you for the time and the patience, and I look 
forward to my days in Washington and the opportunity 
to meet and talk very frankly with all our friends on all 
issues of mutual interest. 

I thank you, sir, for giving me this time, and I can 
assure you that we will continue to do our utmost to work 
together for a better future in our area and in the world, 
ever proud of the friendship that exists between us, ever 
determined to see that we strengthen the ties that happily 
exist and have existed for so long between our nations 
and our peoples. 

Gentlemen, I would wish you to join me in drinking a 
toast to the President of the United States, his continued 
good health, success, and to the United States and to the 
friendship that we hope will always grow between the Arab 
people and the people of the United States. 

The President. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 9:16 p.m. in the State Dining Room 
at the White House. 


Commandant of the Marine Corps 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Lt. Gen. Louis H. Wilson To Be Commandant, 
With the Rank of General. April 30, 1975 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Lt. Gen. Louis H. Wilson, Jr., USMC, to be Com- 
mandant of the Marine Corps with the rank of general. 
He will succeed Gen. Robert E. Cushman, Jr., whose term 
expires December 31, 1975. The appointment will be for 
a period of 4 years as provided by law. 

Lieutenant General Wilson has served as the Com- 
manding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific, since 
September 1, 1972. He was promoted to the grade of 
lieutenant general on August 9, 1972. 

Lieutenant General Wilson was born on February 11, 
1920, at Brandon, Miss. He received a B.A. degree from 
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Millsaps College in Jackson, Miss., in 1941, and enlisted 
in the Marine Corps Reserve in May of 1941. He was 
commissioned a second lieutenant in November of 1941. 

During World War II, he served with the 9th Marine 
Regiment at Guadalcanal, Efate, New Hebrides, Bou- 
gainville, and the British Solomon Islands. In action on 
Guam on July 25 and 26 of 1944, he earned the Medal 
of Honor for repelling and later destroying a massive 
Japanese force while commanding Company F of the 
Second Battalion, 9th Marines. Because of wounds re- 
ceived in that battle, he was evacuated to the U.S. Naval 
Hospital, San Diego, Calif., where he remained until 
October 15, 1944. 

Lieutenant General Wilson served in various assign- 
ments prior to his promotion to brigadier general on No- 
vember 3, 1966. From January of 1967 to July of 1968, 
he served as legislative assistant to the Commandant of 
the Marine Corps. He was promoted to major general 
on March 16, 1970, and assumed command of the First 
Marine Amphibious Force and 3d Marine Division where 
he earned his third Legion of Merit. 

Lieutenant General Wilson is married to the former 
Jane Clark, of Pearson, Miss., and they have one daughter. 


Federal Spending Ceiling 


Statement by the President Urging Congressional 
Adoption of a Spending Ceiling Resolution. 
April 30, 1975 


This week the Congress has an opportunity to 
show the American people where they stand on fiscal 
responsibility. 

Under a new procedure established by the Congress 
last year, Budget Committees have been established in 
both the House and the Senate. These Committees have 
been hard at work since the 94th Congress convened. Each 
Committee has now produced a resolution calling for a 
ceiling on Federal spending for fiscal year 1976, and these 
resolutions will come before the Members for a vote this 
week. 

As you know, when I signed the tax cut bill, I drew my 
line on the Federal deficit at $60 billion. I reaffirm my 
commitment to that $60 billion ceiling and urge in strong- 
est possible terms its acceptance by Congress. 

Both the House and the Senate resolutions would raise 
my ceiling. The Senate resolution would approve a deficit 
of $67 billion; the House $73 billion. I strongly believe 
my limit is far preferable to either alternative. 


Until now, there has been no mechanism for instilling 
discipline in the total spending actions of the Congress. 
Instead, the legislative process has proceeded in a piece- 
meal fashion, each Committee acting on its own. As a re- 
sult, no one in Congress was responsible for assuring that 
we could afford everything that was enacted. 

Our economic circumstances cannot tolerate such a 
haphazard approach. Therefore, I urge, in the strongest 
possible terms, that both Houses of Congress adopt a 
spending ceiling resolution. The national interest requires 
that Congress draw a firm spending and deficit line. 


Consumer Advisory Council 


Announcement of Appointment of Seven Members 
of the Council. May 1, 1975 


The President today announced the appointment of 
seven persons as members of the Consumer Advisory 
Council for terms of 2 years. They are: 


Stave Gorton, of Olympia, Wash., attorney general, State of 
Washington. He succeeds Eunice P. Howe, who resigned effec- 
tive March 29, 1974. 

Stewart M. Lee, of Beaver Falls, Pa., professor and chairman, 
department of economics and business administration, Geneva 
College. This is a reappointment. 

Jean Mayer, of Cambridge, Mass., professor of nutrition and master 
of Dudley House, Harvard University. This is a reappointment. 

GeorcE E. Myers, of Vienna, Va., director, public relations, Wash- 
ington office, Credit Union National Association (CUNA). 
He succeeds Virginia Cutler, whose term has expired. 

Ex:ty M. Peterson, of Charlotte, Mich., consultant, National 


Center for Voluntary Action. She succeeds Wilma Donahue, 
whose term has expired. 

Hans B. TuHoreE ut, of Gosport, Ind., E. W. Kelley professor of 
business administration, Indiana University, Bloomington, Ind. 
He succeeds John T. Kehoe, whose term has expired. 

Epwarp R. WILLETT, of Stoneham, Mass., professor of finance, 
Northeastern University ; president, Willett Institute of Finance, 
Inc.; and member, board of directors, Association of Massa- 
chusetts Consumers, Wakefield, Mass. He succeeds Joseph F. 
Smith, whose term has expired. 


The Consumer Advisory Council consists of not more 
than 12 members appointed by the President for terms of 
2 years. The Director of the Office of Consumer Affairs, 
Virginia H. Knauer, is an ex officio member of the Council 
and also its Executive Secretary. 

The Council advises the Director of the Office of Con- 
sumer Affairs with respect to policy matters relating to 
consumer interests, effectiveness of Federal programs and 
operations which affect the interests of consumers, prob- 
lems of primary importance to consumers, and ways in 
which unmet consumer needs can appropriately be met 
through Federal Government action. 


note: For the President’s remarks at the swearing-in ceremony for 
five members of the Council, see page 473 of this issue. 
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Vietnam Humanitarian Assistance 
and Evacuation Bill 


The President’s Letter to Representative Carl Albert, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, Urging 
Enactment of H.R.6096. Dated April 30, 1975. 
Released May 1, 1975 


April 30, 1975 
Dear Mr. Speaker: 

In view of the urgent need for funds to pay for human- 
itarian assistance and transportation of refugees from 
South Vietnam, I request that the House of Representa- 
tives act quickly to approve the Conference Report on 
H.R. 6096, the Vietnam Humanitarian Assistance and 
Evacuation Act of 1975. In making this request, I am 
aware that sections 4 through 9 of H.R. 6096 have been 
overtaken by events and have no further utility. Neverthe- 
less, the enactment of the bill as recommended by the 
Conference Report is the most expeditious method of ob- 
taining funds which are now desperately needed for the 
care and transportation of homeless refugees. 

As I stated yesterday, the evacuation has been com- 
pleted. The Congress may be assured that I do not intend 
to send the armed forces of the United States back into 
Vietnamese territory. 

Approximately 70,000 evacuees are now located on 
various safe haven islands, on U.S. Navy vessels and on 
civilian vessels. These individuals are being cared for by 
agencies of the United States Government while being 
processed through a system established to relocate them in 
the United States and in other countries. 

Although the specific cost of activities related to the 
evacuation cannot be fixed at this point, it is estimated that 
direct U.S. expenditures to care for and process these evac- 
uees, and contributions to international organizations and 
private voluntary agencies to assist in this effort, will ex- 
ceed $400,000,000. Available funds already appropriated 
to provide aid to Vietnam will be reprogrammed and 
utilized to the maximum extent possible. But the additional 
authority of $327,000,000 will be required to fully meet 
immediate needs. 

The authority of this legislation, followed by appropri- 
ations as soon as possible, is necessary to continue this 
operation, to integrate the evacuees into the United States 
and other countries and to permit consideration of further 
humanitarian assistance which may be consistent with the 
provisions of H.R. 6096 and American policy objectives. 

I urge the immediate enactment of H.R. 6096. 

Sincerely, 


GERALD R. Forp 


NOTE: For a statement by the President on House action defeating 
the bill, see page 474 of this issue. 


Oil Import Fees and Price Controls 


The President’s Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
the President of the Senate. Dated April 30, 1975. 
Released May 1, 1975 


April 30, 1975 
Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

Three and one-half months have passed since I pre- 
sented the Nation and the Congress with a comprehensive 
program to achieve energy independence by 1985. Al- 
though the policy I put forth was not an easy solution, it 
was, and remains today, the only comprehensive and 
workable national energy program. Because of the serious- 
ness of the problem, I also moved to cut energy demand 
and increase supply to the maximum extent within my 
administrative discretion by announcing a three step in- 
crease in the fees on imported petroleum starting last 
February 1 and complete decontrol of old oil prices by 
April 1. 

After imposition of the first dollar of the additional im- 
port fees, the majority leadership in the Congress requested 
that I delay further actions to provide time to evaluate 
my proposals, to formulate an alternative comprehensive 
energy plan and to enact legislation. I granted a 60 day 
delay in the spirit of compromise, in spite of the fact that 
we had already waited much too long to make the hard 
decisions our country needs. 

In the 60 days that followed, a number of Congressional 
energy programs were introduced and considered. Little 
progress has been made though. Thus, I am forced to 
again make a difficult administrative decision. 

Since my State of the Union Message last January, 
there has been no improvement in the situation in the 
Middle East. The existing tensions only heighten my belief 
that we must do everything possible to avoid increasing 
our dependence on imported oil in the months ahead. 

The recession is coming to an end. But the pending 
upturn will result in greater demand for imported oil. 
At the same time, however, it will put us in a better posi- 
tion to absorb the adjustments that greater energy conser- 
vation will require. 


There are some encouraging signs in the Congress. 
Chairmen Ullman and Dingell and ranking minority 
members Schneebeli and Brown have been working dili- 
gently in their respective committees to formulate a com- 
prehensive energy program. After extensive hearings and 
discussions, their efforts to date embody some elements of 
the energy proposals which I sent to the Congress as well 
as several which could be potentially disastrous. 

The Senate has also conducted many hearings. Yet the 
only legislation which has passed is a bill that would im- 
pose mandatory restrictions within 60 days on recreational 
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and leisure travel, hours of business operation, and com- 
mercial lighting. This bill is ineffective and unrealistic. It 
would result in unwarranted government control of per- 
sonal freedoms, and would cause unforeseen economic 
consequences. 

{ am hopeful that the weeks ahead can result in agree- 
ment between the Congress and the Administration. I 
believe it can if we are willing to work diligently, honestly, 
and more rapidly. But I am concerned about the possi- 
bility of the Congress passing politically popular legisla- 
tion which will not only fail to meet our energy needs but 
which could create serious economic problems for the 
Nation. From my many years in the Congress, I know how 
easy it is to become embroiled in endless debate over tough 
decisions. I also know how easy it is for the Congress to 
enact legislation full of rhetoric and high sounding pur- 
pose, but short of substance. That must not happen in 
this case. 

Neither the House nor the Senate has passed one signif- 
icant energy measure acceptable to the Administration in 
these past few months. Hence, I must be a realist—since 
the time before final legislation will be on my desk is 
very long. I understand that in many ways the timing and 
substance is beyond the control of the individual commit- 
tee chairmen. Yet, postponement of action on my part is 
not the answer. I am, therefore, taking these administra- 
tion actions at this time: 

—First, I have directed the Federal Energy Adminis- 
trator to implement a program to steadily phase out price 
controls on old oil over two years, starting June 1, 1975. 
This program will not proceed until public hearings are 
completed and a plan is submitted for Congressional 
review, as required by statute. While I intend to work 
with the Congress, and have compromised on my original 
decision to proceed with immediate decontrol, the Nation 
cannot afford to wait indefinitely for this much needed 
action. I intend to accompany this action with a redou- 
bling of my efforts to achieve an appropriate windfall 
profits tax on crude oil production with strong incentives 
to encourage maximum domestic exploration and 
production. 

—Second, I will again defer the second dollar import 
fee on crude oil and the $.60 per barrel fee on imported 
petroleum products in order to continue the spirit of 
compromise with the Congress. However, I will be forced 
to impose the higher fees in 30 days, or sooner, if the 
House and Senate fail to move rapidly on the type of 
comprehensive legislation which is necessary to resolve 
our critical energy situation. Such legislation must not 
embody punitive tax measures or mandated, artificial 
shortages, which could have significant economic impact 
and be an unwarranted intrusion on individual freedom 
of choice. 

The administrative action that I have set in motion will 
help achieve energy self-sufficiency by 1985, stem increas- 


ing vulnerability during the next few critical years, and 
accomplish this without significant economic impact. 
Nevertheless, my actions alone are not enough. The Con- 
gress must move rapidly on a more comprehensive energy 
program which includes broader energy conservation and 
actions to expand supply. Action now is essential to develop 
domestic supplies and protect American jobs. It is my 
utmost desire in announcing these executive initiatives to 
balance our overwhelming need to move ahead with an 
equally important need not to force outright confronta- 
tion between the Administration and the Congress. 


I pledge to work with the Congress in this endeavor. To 
the extent comprehensive and effective legislation is 
passed by the Congress, I stand ready to approve it. What 
I cannot do is stand by as more time passes and our import 
vulnerability grows. If this happens, I will not hesitate to 
impose the higher import fees. Meantime, my administra- 
tive actions must fill the gap in this endeavor. ‘The country 
can afford no less. 

Sincerely, 
GERALD R. Forp 
NoTE: This is the text of identical letters addressed to the Honorable 


Carl Albert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and to the 
Honorable Nelson A. Rockefeller, President of the Senate. 


Imports of Petroleum and Petroleum 
Products 


Proclamation 4370. Dated April 30, 1975. 
Released May 1, 1975 


MopiryINc PROCLAMATION No. 3279, as AMENDED, 
RELATING TO IMPORTS OF PETROLEUM AND PETRO- 
LEUM PRopucTs, AND PROVIDING FOR THE LONG- 
TerRM CONTROL OF IMPORTS OF PETROLEUM 
AND PETROLEUM PropucTs THROUGH A SYSTEM OF 
LICENSE FEES 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


Wuereas, I judge it necessary and consistent with 
the national security that the Mandatory Oil Import 
Program maintain flexibility to accommodate evolving 
programs for discouraging importation into the United 
States of petroleum and petroleum products in such 
quantities or under such circumstances as threaten to 
impair the national security; and 

WHEREAS, a temporary deferral of the scheduled in- 
creases in oil import license fees is appropriate in order 
to maintain such flexibility; and 

WHEREAS, I intend to act within thirty days to increase 
the oil import license fees to their originally scheduled 
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levels of $2 and $3 should alternative programs for dis- 
couraging imports not be formulated in a timely fashion 
or should such programs fail to protect adequately United 
States national security interests; 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, acting under and by virtue 
of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the 
laws of the United States, including Section 232 of the 
Trade Expansion Act of 1962, as amended, do hereby 
proclaim that, effective as of May 1, 1975, Proclamation 
No. 3279, as amended, is hereby further amended as 
follows: 

SEcTION 1. Clause (iii) of subparagraph (1) of para- 
graph (a) of Section 3 is amended to read as follows: 

“(iii) with respect to imports of crude oil, natural gas 
products, unfinished oils, and all other finished products 
(except ethane, propane, butanes, and asphalt) entered 
into the customs territory of the United States on or after 
February 1, 1975, there shall be a supplemental fee per 
barrel of $1.00.” 

Sec. 2. Clause (viii) of subparagraph (1) of para- 
graph (a) of Section 3 is amended to read as follows: 

“*(vill) with respect to licenses issued pursuant to para- 
graph 3(a)(1) (iii) for imports other than (A) any 
material imported for refining that qualifies for inclusion 
in a refiner’s crude oil runs to stills under the Old Oil 
Allocation Program or (B) products refined in a refinery 
outside of the customs territory as to which crude oil runs 
to stills would qualify a refiner to receive entitlements 
under the Old Oil Allocation Program, the Adminis- 
trator may by regulation reduce the fee payable for 
imports entered on or after February 1, 1975, by $1.00 
per barrel, except that the Administrator may reduce such 
fee by such other amounts as he may determine to be 
necessary to achieve the objectives of this Proclamation 
and the Emergency Petroleum Allocation Act of 1973.” 

In Witness WueEreEorF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this thirtieth day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred seventy-five, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the one hundred and ninety- 
ninth. 

GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 12:44 p.m., 
May 1, 1975] 


Older Americans Month, 1975 


Proclamation 4371. May 1, 1975 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


There is increasing awareness throughout America of 
the growing national resource represented by our older 


citizens. Their collective knowledge, experience, and 
energy can contribute significantly to raising the quality of 
life for all Americans. 

As we approach our national Bicentennial, it is im- 
portant to take special notice of older Americans. They 
have made and are making significant contributions to our 
Nation. It is fitting that we not lose sight of the continuing 
contributions this generation can make nor of our 
commitment as a society to meet their needs. 


The first White House Conference on Aging in 1961 
produced a Senior Citizens Charter of Rights and Obli- 
gations. The second White House Conference on Aging, 
held in 1971, broadened that recognition and deepened 
our commitment to providing opportunities to our older 
citizens for maintenance of income and health and for 
self-realization and continuing usefulness. It is appro- 
priate to update the Charter in the light of growing knowl- 
edge and recognition of the needs and abilities of our older 
citizens. People of all ages should join in the development 
of a Declaration of Rights and Obligations of Older 
Persons so that it can be proclaimed as part of our 
Bicentennial celebration. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate the 
month of May 1975 as Older Americans Month. I urge 
everyone to participate in the efforts to achieve the goal 
of proclaiming a new Declaration of Rights and Obliga- 
tions for Older Persons, which can become a rallying 
point for our Nation during the Bicentennial year of 
1976 and a guide to action during the years ahead. 

In Witness WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this first day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred seventy-five, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the one hundred ninety-ninth. 


GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 12:45 p.m., 
May 1, 1975] 


Trade Agreements Program 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Nineteenth Annual Report on the Program. 
May 1, 1975 


To the Congress of the United States: 


I am pleased to transmit herewith to the Congress the 
Nineteenth Annual Report of the President of the United 
States on the Trade Agreements Program. This report 
covers calendar year 1974. 

The world economy in 1974 was characterized by 
deepening stresses and strains caused by persistent infla- 
tion, a downturn in economic activity, structural dis- 
locations in the wake of the oil crises, high rates of 
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unemployment, and widespread uncertainty as to the 
future. In such circumstances, most governments faced 
strong pressures to adopt unilateral restrictions on im- 
ports, to promote their export earnings and to secure 
access to essential supplies. 

Fortunately, most governments have not forgotten the 
costly lessons of the nationalistic, go-it-alone policies and 
ensuing trade wars of the 1930s. With economic wisdom 
and political courage, the world’s industrialized countries 
have in large part held the line against the proponents 
of short-sighted solutions involving unilateral measures 
restricting and distorting trade and competitive currency 
devaluations. Moreover, recognizing the need for positive, 
cooperative approaches, most of the world’s trading na- 
tions joined in technical preparatory work for far-reaching 
multilateral negotiations to reduce trade barriers, as had 
been agreed to by over 100 countries in September, 1973. 
By the end of 1974, this preparatory groundwork was 
largely completed. 

Passage of the Trade Act of 1974 last December opened 
the way for the multilateral trade talks to move into the 
negotiating stage in February, 1975. Countries account- 
ing for most of the world’s trade are participating in 
negotiations which will include all types of tariff and 
nontariff barriers that affect agricultural as well as indus- 
trial trade. Both developed and developing countries ex- 
pect major benefits from the results. 

When these negotiations were launched in 1973 at a 
Ministerial-level meeting in Tokyo, the objective was to 
achieve the “expansion and even greater liberalization 
of world trade and improvement in the standard of living 
and welfare of the people of the world.” This commit- 
ment has been reaffirmed in recent meetings of the Trade 
Negotiations Committee in Geneva. The spirit of co- 
operation offers hope for broad and significant results. 

The mandate given the President in the new trade 
legislation will enable the United States to play a leading 
role in these multilateral negotiations. Our position will 
be strengthened, moreover, by the close working arrange- 
ments which have been established between the Executive 
Branch and the Congress. Under these arrangements, 
representatives of the Congress have an important voice 
in U.S. policies and are participating fully in the nego- 
tiating sessions. 

US. negotiators will also have the benefit of far more 
extensive advice from the public sector than in the past. 
Public hearings by the International Trade Commission 
are in progress. Hearings by the Executive Branch will 
open soon. Advisory committees, made up of a cross- 
section of the public interest and agriculture, industry, 
labor and consumer groups involved, will provide input 
for the U.S. negotiating effort at both the policy and tech- 
nical levels. 

The Trade Act, like the earlier Declaration of Tokyo, 
recognizes the importance of providing fair and reason- 
able market access to products exported by developing 


countries. As one step toward this objective, the Act pro- 
vides for the granting of temporary generalized tariff 
preferences to such countries. The mandatory procedural 
steps for establishing the preference system have been ini- 
tiated. When the system is in operation later this year, 
it will offer substantial benefits to many developing 
countries. 

I am hopeful that, as implementation moves forward, 
the Congress will provide the necessary authority to in- 
clude other developing countries through waiver of those 
restrictions of the Trade Act that are incompatible with 
our national interest and to which a number of countries 
have voiced strong objections. 

At the same time, in signing the Trade Act on Janu- 
ary 3, 1975, I expressed reservations about the wisdom of 
one of its provisions relating to restrictions on trade with 
the Soviet Union which led the U.S.S.R. to repudiate its 
1972 trade agreement with the United States. This action 
by the Soviet Union constitutes an unfortunate setback 
to normalization of our economic relations with that 
country. In a spirit of cooperation with the Congress, I 
am hopeful that a solution to this problem can be found. 

In light of the serious economic problems in the United 
States and elsewhere in the world today, efforts to pre- 
serve and build upon past gains in the trade field are now 
more urgent and imperative than ever. A more open, 
fair, and nondiscriminatory system, providing access to 
both markets and supplies, can give a vital stimulus to 
economic recovery, increased employment, and sound 
growth both in the United States and in the world econ- 
omy. Congress has provided the mandate for the United 
States to move forward toward these objectives in co- 
operation with other nations. It is my intention to carry 
out this mandate fully and expeditiously, in the interests 
of the health of the American economy and the strength- 
ening of harmonious and mutually beneficial economic 
relations among all countries of the world. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 

May 1, 1975. 

NOTE: The 54-page report is entitled “Nineteenth Annual Report 


of the President of the United States on the Trade Agreements 
Program—1974.” 


Disaster Assistance for Tennessee 


Announcement of Amended Disaster Declaration and 
Authorization of Federal Assistance Following 
Tornadoes. May 1, 1975 


The President has amended the declaration of a major 
disaster for Tennessee. The new action would allow Fed- 
eral disaster assistance to be used in those areas of the 
State which sustained tornado damage on March 22, 
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1975, and April 18, 1975. The original declaration was 
issued on March 22, 1975, to provide assistance for areas 
affected by severe storms and flooding which began about 
March 11, 1975. 

Federal assistance from the President’s Disaster Relief 
Fund will consist of temporary housing and disaster un- 
employment assistant payments. Low-interest-rate disaster 
loans will be made available by the Small Business Admin- 
istration under the authorities of Public Law 93-24, and 
emergency loan assistance will be made available by the 
Farmers Home Administration. 

Federal relief activities in the areas affected by the tor- 
nadoes will be coordinated by the Federal Disaster Assist- 
ance Administration, Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, under the direction of Administrator 
Thomas P. Dunne. Mr. Dunne will designate the specific 
areas within the State eligible for Federal assistance, based 
upon Federal and State damage assessments. 

Mr. Thomas P. Credle, Regional Director of the Fed- 
eral Disaster Assistance Administration, HUD Region IV, 
who was appointed Federal Coordinating Officer for the 
President’s March 22 declaration of a major disaster, will 
also coordinate the Federal relief and recovery activities 
in the areas which sustained tornado damage on March 22 
and April 18. 


Membership of the Energy Resources 
Council 


Executive Order 11855. May 1, 1975 


By virtue of the authority vested in me as President 
of the United States of America, by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, particularly Section 108 of 
the Energy Reorganization Act of 1974, Section 2 of 
Executive Order No. 11814 of October 11, 1974, as 
amended, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 2. The Council shall consist of the Secretary of 
State, the Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of 
Defense, the Attorney General, the Secretary of the 
Interior, the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of 
Commerce, the Secretary of Health, Education, and 
Welfare, the Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment, the Secretary of Transportation, the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget, the Chairman of 
the Council of Economic Advisers, the Administrator of 
the Federal Energy Administration, the Administrator of 
the Energy Research and Development Administration, 
the Chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 
the Administrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, the Chairman of the Council on Environmental 


Quality, the Director of the National Science Foundation, 
the Administrator of General Services, the Chairman of 
the Federal Power Commission, the Assistant to the Presi- 
dent for National security affairs, the Assistant to the 
President for Economic Affairs, the Assistant to the Presi- 
dent for Domestic Affairs, the Special Assistant to the 
President for Consumer Affairs, and such other members 
as the President may, from time to time, designate. The 
Chairman shall be designated by the President. 


GerALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
May 1, 1975. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 12:45 p.m., 
May 1, 1975] 


Secretary of Commerce 


Remarks of the President and Rogers C. B. Morton at 
the Swearing-In Ceremony for Mr. Morton. 
May 1, 1975 


Tue Preswent. Mr. Vice President, Rog Morton, dis- 
tinguished Members of the Congress, Mr. Justice Powell, 
members of the Department of Commerce family, ladies 
and gentlemen: 

I think there is some significance to my coming here. 
It has a dual purpose: one, to indicate my great interest 
in the Department of Commerce, as the former Secre- 


tary has said; and my great interest in one of my closest 
and best friends, Rog Morton. 


I do want to pay my respects to a very vital depart- 
ment of the Government and to a devoted friend of mine. 
This is a very special day for Rog Morton. In addition 
to becoming Secretary of Commerce, with its many duties 
and great responsibilities, I have also asked him to con- 
tinue as the Chairman of the Energy Resources Council, 
with all of its very essential and vital responsibilities. I 
have a feeling there is going to be an awful lot of energy 
conserved, but I am not sure that it’s going to be done by 
Roger. 

Because of this dual responsibility, Rog will be wearing 
two hats, and from my knowledge of him over a long 
period of time, he can do it. But, I don’t mean he has a 
big head. I think he has just got plenty of talent. 

T have had the privilege of knowing Rog as a Con- 
gressman, party chairman, a Cabinet member, and in 
each capacity, he has done an outstanding job. And I 
am absolutely confident he will continue this string of 
successes as the new Secretary of Commerce. 

With the end of the Vietnam era, tragic as it was, I 
think it is time for America to look ahead, to move for- 
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ward, as I have said before, with a new agenda for the 
future, an agenda designed to solve the Nation’s problems 
as we move into this third century in our great history. 

A top item on that agenda is the restoration of a dy- 
namic and effective economy and a revitalization of our 
free enterprise system as we know it and we love it in 
America. 

The Secretary and the staff of the Department of Com- 
merce must play a very key role in bringing this about. 
But, let’s not kid ourselves. Despite the enormous mate- 
rial progress and individual freedom which we have at- 
tained in America through the free enterprise system, 
confidence in that system today is considerably lower than 
it should be. 

One reason is inadequate education and a lack of 
understanding of the free enterprise system, which has 
produced for all of our citizens the highest standard of 
living in the history of the world. Because it has worked 
so well for so long a time, we have tended, unfortunately, 
to take it for granted. I don’t think we can do that any 
longer. We must make sure not to lose this great legacy 
of freedom, progress, and prosperity through apathy or 
indifference or even ignorance. And that is where this 
department and this man who is about to be sworn in as 
your new Secretary comes in. 

Rog Morton, it’s up to you and your department, 
along with the business community, to get the facts to 
the people, to resell Americans on the most productive 
and the most responsive economic system the world has 
ever seen. It will also be your task, Rog, to help restore— 
and I am positive you can do it—the confidence of the 
business community in government, and the public con- 
fidence in the business world. Let me assure you I will 
work with you in that vital effort. 

Now, as you take over these new and these very vast 
responsibilities, I want to wish you the very best, the best 
success in pursuing these new goals. I am fully confident 
that this Department, its new Secretary, have the energy, 
the ability and the character and the integrity to do this 
important job. 

It’s now my privilege and pleasure to ask Justice Powell 
to administer the oath to our new Secretary of Commerce. 
[At this point, Lewis F. Powell, Jr., Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court, administered the oath of office.] 

SEcRETARY Morton. Thank you very much, Mr. Pres- 
ident, Mr. Vice President, Members of the Congress, col- 
leagues in the Cabinet, ladies and gentlemen: 

Fred, I deeply appreciate your kind introduction. It 
reminds me a little bit of a story that Bryce Harlow tells. 
Bryce always says, “You know, when I started out in 
Government, I was exactly Rog Morton’s size.” 
[Laughter] 


I was very much afraid that the President was going 
to allude to the fact that I might have two heads. 
{Laughter} But he did not, and I appreciate it. 

First, Mr. President, let me say I think your concept of 
a challenge for the future here as we pass our 200th birth- 
day—going into really laying the groundwork and the 
cornerstone for a new century for American progress— 
that the chalienge is certainly something that all of us, 
all Americans, should accept. Rest assured that I will do 
my part, wherever I can. 

I cannot pass this opportunity, sir, to thank the people 
of the Department of Interior, with whom I have worked 
over the last 4 years and 4 months, and to congratulate 
them on their accomplishments. 

Let me say with excitement equal to the gratitude that 
I feel toward all of them, I am looking forward to work- 
ing with the great people of this department. Bear with 
me; be patient; I will need a lot of learning. I am look- 
ing forward to working with you, both as teachers and 
as partners, in the great challenge that the President has 
laid out for us. 

There is no reason in America for us to scrap what has 
been great and what has been unique in the development 
of world civilization. Just because every race that we run 
is not perfect, and just because there are a few rainy days 
among the sunny ones, let’s not overlook or forget the 
great heritage and wonderful accomplishments many peo- 
ple have died for and striven for all of their lives. 

Let’s build a second America that on its 300th birthday 
can look back with great pride and accomplishment. 

President Ford, your leadership, your faith, your de- 
votion to duty, and the greatness, really, of your spirit, I 
think, will give us guidance to do just that. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:22 p.m. in the Commerce Depart- 
ment Auditorium. 


Bicentennial-Design Series E 
Savings Bonds 


Exchange of Remarks Between the President and 
Secretary of the Treasury William E. Simon at a 
Ceremony Marking the First-Day Purchase of 
the Bond by the President. May 1, 1975 


Tue Presipent. Mr. Secretary, I am a very honored 
and pleased person to have the opportunity of buying the 
first Bicentennial Series E Government Bond. 

Back in 1941, President Roosevelt, as I understand it, 
made the first purchase of war bonds at the outset of our 
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very maximum effort in trying to protect ourselves and 
save freedom. I think most of us who were in the service 
in those days did the same. It was a good investment then, 
and it is a good investment now. 

The net result is we have some $64.5 billion of invest- 
ment by private citizens in E and H bonds, I am delighted 
to join in this occasion today, but I have continued over 
the years to make this investment. 

I think this is a very visible, sound way in which all of 
us can do something affirmative to help our Government 
at this critical time. It is kind of a good kickoff for the 
Bicentennial. I have not seen the bond yet, but I under- 
stand it has a copy of the Minuteman on it, and I think 
that is especially significant as we enter a Bicentennial 
year. 
Bill, I am going to give you a check—I better sign it— 
and then, in return, I am looking forward to this invest- 
ment and a comparable amount every month in the 
months ahead. 

SEcRETARY Smmon. Thank you, Mr. President. 

This, as you rightly said, renews a great tradition. Ac- 
tually, it was 34 years ago last night that Secretary Henry 
Morgenthau presented the first Series E Bond to Presi- 
dent Roosevelt. That was on the eve, as you know, as we 
were preparing for a great world war. 

We hope that this fitting Bicentennial bond, as we look 
to the next 100 years ahead, will be preparing for great 
peace and prosperity and renewal in the great tradition 
of our national heritage. 

I know the savings will be great and give great pros- 
perity that always grows from those results. It is an honor 
to be here and be able to sell you this first bond in behalf 
of the Treasury Department and our savings bond staff, 
as well as our elite corps of volunteers who do such a 
super job. 

THE PreswentT. Thank you. 

I thank the Secretary of Agriculture for undertaking 
the Government-wide sales program—promotional pro- 
gram—for this effort in this year. 

I want you to notice that I didn’t have the beneficiary 
made out to me. It is made out to my good wife. She 
expects to live a lot longer than I do. [Laughter] 

SECRETARY Simon. Also, as a memento of this occa- 
sion, I would like to present this American Citizen Volun- 
teer Minuteman to your guests, which says “American 
citizen volunteer serving in the beginning and serving 
today, through the U.S. Savings Bond Program, Gerald R. 
Ford, the President of the United States.” 

THE Preswent. Thank you very much. It looks like 
the people we saw at Lexington and Concord a week or 
so ago. Thank you very much, and congratulations. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 1:00 p.m. in the Oval Office at the 
White House. 


Handicapped American of the Year 


The President’s Remarks on Presenting the President’s 
Trophy to State Senator Elton W. Ringsak, Sr., of 
North Dakota. May 1, 1975 


Thank you very much, Harold, for greeting me and 
giving me an opportunity to say a word or two to our 
distinguished guest, Elton Ringsak, the Handicapped 
American of the Year. 

[ am very delighted to meet with you and to meet Elton. 
All of the people in this room, of course, are very familiar 
with the great problems that face the handicapped. And 
one of those problems you recognize as well, if not better 
than I, is the lack of understanding on the part of many 
Americans of the problems that handicapped people face 
in this country. 

I think there is also a problem that the American people 
don’t understand, and that is the great courage and the 
strength that handicapped people have. They may be 
handicapped physically, but their spirit and their deter- 
mination make up, in most cases, for the problems that 
they have physically. 

I know that our honored guest today has done a su- 
perb job in his State in attaining the enactment of legis- 
lation, in convincing people in his State that there can 
be real progress in making job opportunities a better life 
for those who are handicapped physically. 

So, I commend you, Elton, for this great award, and I 
thank you for what you have done over the years. This 
recognition is a proper tribute to you, but all of us should 
be extremely thankful for what you have done and I am 
sure will continue to do. 

And so, on behalf of the American people, I thank you 
for this service and commend you for this award. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 1:15 p.m. in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House. 


Consumer Advisory Council 


Remarks of the President and Chairman Stewart M. Lee 
at a Swearing-In Ceremony for Members of the 


Council. May 1, 1975 


THE PresweENntT. Mrs. Knauer, members of—and pro- 
spective members of —the consumer advisory group: 

Let me congratulate you, Virginia, and those that have 
worked with you and to wish the new members well in 
their responsibilities, which I think are very important, as 
we continue the efforts that have been made, hopefully to 
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expand them, to make sure, to make positive, that the 
consumer is given the maximum protection by all agen- 
cies of the Federal Government. 

There is, of course, in my opinion, two very critical 
areas where the consumer needs help: One, price; and 
two, quality. And quality, of course, covers a very wide 
range. 

I have asked Mrs. Knauer, with the help of this ad- 
visory group, to work with all departments of the Federal 
Government. Each department, with her help and assist- 
ance, will have within it a very important responsibility— 
that of helping the consumer. She, of course, can get from 
this distinguished group the kind of advice that is needed 
and necessary in order to make the Government’s opera- 
tion a successful one from the point of view of the con- 
sumer. 

I have great faith in Mrs. Knauer. I believe this ad- 
visory group will contribute significantly. 

And so, it’s a privilege and a pleasure for me at this 
time to ask Mr. Ratchford to come forth and swear in the 
five new members of the Consumer Advisory Council. 

Mr. Ratchford. 

[At this point, Executive Clerk John J. Ratchford administered the 
oath of office to Mr. Lee, Edward R. Willett, Hans B. Thorelli, 
George E. Myers, and Jean Mayer.] 

THE Present. Congratulations. 

Mr. Leer. As the new Chairman of this Consumer 
Advisory Council, I would like to express my thanks to 
you, Mr. President. 

This is the first time that this Council has ever had the 
President present at the swearing-in ceremonies, and I 
think this is a most auspicious occasion. We appreciate it 
very much. 

Also, I would like to express my thanks to Mrs. Knauer 
for her continuing efforts on behalf of the American con- 
sumers. And I think that it is our hope, of this Council, 
that we may be able to make some contribution so at the 
end of your term of office you can look back and feel 
that the consumers’ welfare has been enhanced during 
these years. 


Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 1:54 p.m. in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House. 


Vietnam Humanitarian Assistance 
and Evacuation Bill 


Statement by the President Following Action by the 
House of Representatives Defeating the Legislation. 
May 1, 1975 


I am saddened and disappointed by the action of the 
House of Representatives today in rejecting assistance to 
the refugees from South Vietnam. 


This action does not reflect the values we cherish as a 
nation of immigrants. It is not worthy of a people which 
has lived by the philosophy symbolized in the Statue of 
Liberty. It reflects fear and misunderstanding rather than 
charity and compassion. 

Despite the House vote, I believe that in this tragic 
situation the American people want their country to be 
guided by the inscription on the Statue of Liberty: 


“Give me your tired, your poor 

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore, 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed, to me: 
I lift my lamp beside the golden door.” 


After World War II, the United States offered a new life 
to 1,400,000 displaced persons. The generosity of the 
American people showed again following the Hungarian 
uprising of 1956, when more than 50,000 Hungarian 
refugees fled here for sanctuary. And we welcomed more 
than a half million Cubans fleeing tyranny in their 
country. 

Now, other refugees have fled from the Communist 
takeover in Vietnam. These refugees chose freedom. They 
do not ask that we be their keepers, but only, for a time, 
that we be their helpers. 

Some Members of the House of Representatives ap- 
parently voted against the legislation to assist the refugees 
because of a section relating to evacuation from South 
Vietnam. The evacuation is complete. 

I urge the Members of the House of Representatives 
and of the Senate to approve quickly new legislation 
providing humanitarian assistance to the South Viet- 
namese refugees. To do otherwise would be a repudiation 
of the finest principles and traditions of America. 


Veto of Farm Bill 


The President’s Message to the House of Representatives 
Returning H.R. 4296 Without His Approval. 
May 1, 1975 


To the House of Representatives: 

I am returning without my approval H.R. 4296, re- 
ferred to as the Emergency Agricultural Act of 1975. 
Although the aim of this bill is laudable, its results would 
be costly not only to consumers and taxpayers but to 
American farmers in the long run. It would damage our 
international market position which is so essential to 
American agriculture’s long-term interests. 

Approval of this bill, therefore, would not be in the 
public interest. 

In the conduct of the Government’s fiscal affairs a line 
must be drawn against excesses. I drew that line in my 
address to the Nation on March 29. I promised all Amer- 
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icans that, except where national security interests, energy 
requirements, or urgent humanitarian needs were in- 
volved, I would act to hold our fiscal year 1976 deficit to 
no more than $60 billion. 


New spending programs which the Congress is con- 


sidering could easily raise the Federal deficit to an intoler- . 


able level of $100 billion. This must not happen. 

H.R. 4296 is an example of increased non-essential 
spending. In fiscal year 1976, it could add an estimated 
$1.8 billion to the Federal deficit. If used as a point of 
departure for longer-term legislation—as was strongly in- 
dicated during its consideration—it could lead to an es- 
calation of farm program subsidies in succeeding years. 

Approval of this bill would undermine the successful 
market-oriented farm policy adopted by this Administra- 
tion and the Congress. It is a step backward toward pre- 
viously discredited policies. 

Prospects for farmers, it is true, are not as bright this 
year as in the recent past. Farm production costs have 
been pushed upward by the same inflationary pressures 
that affect other industries. Demand for certain farm 
products has simultaneously slackened because of the re- 
cession. Prices paid by farmers are currently 11 percent 
above year-ago levels. In contrast, the index of prices 
received by farmers is now 7 percent below levels of a 
year ago. Fortunately, the latest index, released Wednes- 
day, shows that the 5-month decline in prices received by 
farmers has been reversed and was 4 percent above a 
month earlier. 

The Administration recognizes that some farmers have 
experienced financial difficulties due to this cost-price 
squeeze. It has taken a number of positive steps to assist 
farmers. The 1976 wheat acreage allotment was recently 
increased by 8 million acres to 61.6 million acres. This 
action provides wheat producers with additional target 
price and disaster protection. 

We have also increased the 1975 crop cotton price 
support loan rate by 9 cents a pound. And we recently 
announced an increase in the price support level for milk, 
which, combined with easing feed prices, should be help- 
ful to dairy producers. 

Within the past several days, we have completed nego- 
tiations with the European Community to remove the 
export subsidies on industrial cheese coming here—a step 
that ensures that surplus dairy products will not be sold in 
the U.S. market at cut-rate prices. At the same time, we 
have worked out arrangements which enable the Euro- 
peans to continue selling us high-quality table cheese. 
This solution has enabled us to keep on mutually agree- 


able trading terms with our best customers for American 
farm exports. 

The Administration has also taken action to protect 
our cattle producers against a potential flood of beef im- 
ports from abroad. The Department of State is complet- 
ing agreements with 12 countries limiting their 1975 ex- 
ports of beef to this country. These voluntary export 
restraint agreements are intended to keep imports sub- 
ject to the Meat Import Law to less than 1,182 million 
pounds. 

If unforeseen price deterioration requires action on my 
part, I will direct the Secretary of Agriculture to make 
adjustments in price support loan rates for wheat, corn, 
soybeans, and other feed grains. But it is our expectation 
that market prices for grains will remain well above loan 
rates and target prices in the coming year. 

Most farmers have already made their plans and 
bought their seed. Many are well into their planting 
season. These plans have obviously been completed with- 
out any dependence on the provisions of H.R. 4296. 

In the long haul, this bill would lead to constraints 
on production and result in loss of jobs in food-related 
industries. It would induce farmers to grow more cotton— 
already in surplus—and less soybeans needed for food. 
The bill would jeopardize the competitive position of our 
cotton in world markets. 

American farmers have responded magnificently dur- 
ing the past several years to produce food and fiber for 
this Nation and the world. This has made agriculture our 
leading source of foreign exchange. This year, despite 
very trying circumstances, most farmers are again seek- 
ing full production. They have my support for a vigorous 
export policy for their products. I recognize that agricul- 
tural exports have been restrained twice in the past two 
years. We have now eliminated all restrictions on exports 
and we are determined to do everything possible to avoid 
imposing them again. Our farm products must have un- 
fettered access to world markets. 

This Administration is determined to act in support of 
the American farmer and his best interests. It will not 
act to distort his market. We must hold the budget line 
if we are all to enjoy the benefits of a prosperous, stable, 
non-inflationary economy. 

For all these reasons, I cannot approve this act. 


GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
May 1, 1975. 
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Dinner Honoring Prime Minister 


Hedi Nouira of Tunisia 


Exchange of Toasts Between the President and Prime 
Minister Nouira at a Dinner at the White House. 
May 1, 1975 


Tue Preswent. Mr. Prime Minister, first let me welcome 
you and your party to the White House this evening. 
And may I express the warmth of the American people 
for you, and the people that you represent, and particu- 
larly President Bourguiba. 

I thought the meeting that we had this morning dis- 
cussing some of the very important matters involving the 
Mediterranean, Middle East were very helpful. We look 
forward to working with you, and others, in trying to 
make progress in that vital area of the world. 

I couldn’t help, as I looked at some of the material 
that came to me concerning your visit, to note the long, 
long relationship that your country and our country have 
had, going back to the latter part of the 18th century. 
We are proud of that longstanding, as well as currently 
warm relationship. We trust that as we move into the days 
ahead there can be a broadening and expansion, deep- 
ening of that relationship. 

As we look at the progress in your country, which in- 
cludes great educational advancements for your people, 
social progress for the people of Tunisia, an increase in 
the per capita income of the people of Tunisia, you should 
be very proud of the progress that has been achieved. But, 
I know that the efforts of your President, of you, and 
others are aimed toward greater progress in the days 
ahead. 

We compliment you and congratulate you on what has 
been done, and let me assure you we will try to work with 
you in the mutual efforts that can be helpful to ourselves 
as well as to others. 

I trust that the President can come here sometime in the 
future. We are very proud of our relationship with him 
and very anxious that he come and visit us. 

May I extend to you, Mr. Prime Minister, on behalf 
of the American people, the warmest welcome and the 
very best wishes. And to you and your party, and par- 
ticularly to your President, a toast at this time. 

To the people of Tunisia and to you, Mr. Prime Min- 
ister, and to the President. 

Prime Minister Noumra. Mr. President, I am deeply 
touched by the very flattering remarks that you have just 
addressed to me, remarks which beyond myself, I know, 
are directed to President Bourguiba, founder of new Tu- 
nisia, and to the Tunisian people. 

I thank you most kindly and I want to express how 
deep is my joy to be in this great, generous, and hospitable 
land. The honor and the pleasure that I feel today are 


shared equally by the members of my delegation. I should 
like to express our gratitude for your kind invitation as 
well as for the very warm welcome extended to us. 

The century-long relations between our two countries, 
interrupted by the colonial interlude, have known, since 
Tunisia became independent, a new impulse in the very 
harmonious development. My visit, Mr. President, is not 
only to be viewed within the framework of the very strong 
and traditional friendship which is the mark of our re- 
lationship but it reflects also the very high degree of re- 
spect and mutual esteem between our two Governments 
and our two people. 

It is that our two countries have had in common from 
the very beginning a deep attachment to the ideals of 
peace, liberty, and justice. And so it was that, from the 
very first years of independence of Tunisia, we found to- 
gether, in a disinterested and fruitful cooperation, a very 
fertile ground to go together towards the concrete achieve- 
ment of our special vision of man and society. 

Tunisia, along these lines, is pledged to build its future, 
relying first and foremost upon her own resources, fully 
aware of the fact that development is first and foremost 
a national matter. Tunisians are investing considerable 
efforts to bring their own country out of its stage of un- 
development and to catch up the lag between our country 
and industrialized nations. The proportion of our na- 
tional product, which is devoted to investments, the level 
of saving in the country, cutting down national consump- 
tion, all those have reached very high degrees. 

Under the impetus of President Bourguiba, Tunisia is 
at work. Stability, union, and progress have never been 
as evident as they are today, nor have they been as reas- 
suring as they are today. 

Haven of peace and land of action, Tunisia, over the 
span of very few years, carried out substantial progress 
in a number of different areas. We feel that economic 
and social problems cannot be separated from national 
security considerations, The solution to be found to these 
problems is therefore the first line of defense. That is 
why employment, overall development and speeded-up 
development, and improving the standard of living are 
our priority objectives. ; 

In the fulfillment of this enthusiastic task which aims 
at giving man the potential to fulfill his own self fully, 
Tunisia, while it calls on its own resources, requests the 
aid of its friendly nations. 

I must stress here that the United States has been of 
those who were first to respond to our appeal. The assist- 
ance that the great American people has given us has 
been a substantial aid. It has adapted and it has evolved 
constantly to fit very closely with the various stages of 
our development, to the national character of Tunisia, 
and to the psychological and human environment of our 
country. Faithful to an ideal and to a long tradition of 
support and assistance, yesterday, vis-a-vis Europe, and 
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today for the countries of the Third World, the successive 
administrations and Congresses of the United States, who 
have led your great Nation, have always advocated and 
implemented a consistent policy of very close cooperation 
with Tunisia. 

There remains much to be done to fully attain the 
objectives of creation of wealth and dissemination of well 
being that Tunisia has set for itself. The contribution of 
our friends remains indispensable to the extent that they 
are the necessary complement to our own efforts and to 
the extent that, through technology and science transfer, 
they contribute to giving our development a new dimen- 
sion and a determinant impulse. 

Mr. President, whether we talk about our own prob- 
lems or international matters, to which the Tunisian 
people pay particular attention, our political action has 
always been clear and consistent. Our calling is that of 
an Arab nation, of a Mediterranean nation, of an African 
nation. It is based upon the principles of law, justice, and 
freedom. Those are the very principles which guided us 
yesterday in our struggle for liberation, which guide us 
today in our will to develop our country. 

The world in which we live will not lead you to all-out 
optimism. If détente appears to place itself within an his- 
torical context as a growing reality and if contacts among 
the great powers concerning disarmament are pursued, 
still many problems await to be solved. 

In our part of the world, and more particularly in the 
Eastern part of the Mediterranean area, peace remains 
precarious. We have followed with sustained attention 
the very laudable efforts of Dr. Kissinger. Even though 
they have not succeeded to attaining tangible and im- 
mediate results, we believe that the mission of the Sec- 
retary of State has the great merit of bringing forth very 
clearly the responsibilities of each party. Now, interna- 
tional opinion knows clearly that if it was not possible 
to bring about the initiation of the peace process, the fault 
lies primarily upon the intransigence of the Israeli leaders. 

We must observe that today most international orga- 
nizations, most nations, have finally recognized the legiti- 
macy of the struggle waged by the Palestinian people, a 
people who derives its strength from its right to live in a 
sovereign manner upon the land of its ancestors in free- 
dom and dignity. It is an illusion to attempt to build a 
just and durable peace in the Middle East without the 
participation of the representatives of the Palestinian peo- 
ple. That is why we have always advocated a return to 
international legality. The organization of the United 
Nations, at the same time as in 1947, it was drawing up 
the document giving birth to the State of Israel, was also 
simultaneously defining its boundaries. 


Upon our African continent, colonialism has not en- 
tirely laid down its arms. Millions of African nationals 
continue to suffer the injustices of discrimination and op- 
pression. There also, we hope that reason will prevail, 


and we feel that the international community must strive 
to spare these innocents the unfortunate events which 
usually accompany violent reactions. 

We must also observe sadly that the sufferings of the 
civilian populations of the Southeast Asian area do not 
appear to have reached their final point. We hope that 
the voice of reason and of the heart will prevail over any 
other consideration and that very soon a tragedy which 
has cost much and lasted long will come to an end. 

Tunisia has consistently felt and stated that it is detri- 
mental to resolve problems in an atmosphere of resent- 
ment and violence. We remain convinced that, through- 
out the world, dialog must prevail over the recourse to 
blind force and the judgment of arms. 

Those are the lines along which we feel that the solu- 
tion of the major issue preoccupying today the govern- 
ments must be found, and I refer, of course, to the eco- 
nomic crisis which has broken out worldwide and which 
gives a more precarious character to international balance 
which already, by its very nature, is an unstable balance. 
We feel that it is ugent to reexamine the rules and prin- 
ciples which have, up to now, ruled international rela- 
tionships in the economic and financial fields. 

In this connection, Tunisia feels that the new economic 
order is a vital need in order to raise the standard of 
living of hundreds of millions of men and women, and 
in order to exorcise the scourges of poverty, hunger, 
disease, and ignorance which weigh so heavily upon nearly 
half of mankind. Tunisia is convinced, not only for ethical 
and ideological reasons but because it feels deeply that this 
is the essential, the essential token for international secu- 
rity, and that this is indispensable for the development and 
the harmonious fulfillment of the individual human being. 
Tunisia is also convinced that mankind, as a whole, must 
and can make progress toward setting up this new eco- 
nomic order in a serene and concerted manner, not in a 
fruitless confrontation. 

Developed nations, particularly the United States, are 
facing historic responsibility to contribute to the setting 
up of this economic order which should be worldwide and 
more equitable, because it is very true that the economies 
of the rich nations and of the poor nations are interde- 
pendent and complementary. This has been demonstrated 
clearly. 

There is wide opportunity for fruitful and promising 
cooperation in the interest of all, and consultation and 
dialog should replace the passionate behavior or the sec- 
tarian attitudes and intransigent selfishness. The world 
is evolving in such a manner that a reconsideration of the 
relationship between industrialized nations and develop- 
ing nations is a must. The laws of market alone may not 
rule these relationships because if there is a certain legiti- 
macy there, still it is not the sole justification and it is 
not admitted without any restrictions by the Third World 
nations. 
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The main international bodies which arose out of 
World War II claimed—probably and this was the gen- 
erous intent of their founders—claimed to take into ac- 
count the interests of their members. But, experience has 
proved that if they did indeed contribute substantially 
to those who were less well endowed, they were still not in 
a position to foresee the pace of evolution of our societies, 
and they were in a certain sense called upon to manage 
the interests of the stronger among nations. This has pro- 
duced an accumulation of tensions in every area—even 
in every part of the world—which has been detrimental 
to some and which has been a catastrophe for the large 
number. 

Because of its size, prestige, the genius of its people, and 
the wisdom of its leaders, the United States must play a 
decisive role in order to bring about a period of peace and 
prosperity throughout the world. When he came to Tuni- 
sia, Secretary Tabor * compared the world situation to a 
vessel which carries a large number of passengers, but 
which also carries a very big and bulky elephant. Now, 
this is a very dramatic picture, and I believe that the 
passengers on this vessel want as much as the elephant to 
come together, to come to an understanding, so that they 
will not all together tumble overboard and find themselves 
at the bottom of the sea. 

Mr. President, I am convinced that the meetings that 
we shall have with the high leaders of your Administra- 
tion, as well as with some of the honorable Members of 
the Congress, will bring about very positive results and 
will strengthen the free and fruitful cooperation that has 
existed between our two countries within the framework 
of our common pragmatic approach, and the spirit of 
support and solidarity which has always motivated the 
Government and the people of the United States with 
respect to Tunisia. 

When we think of the celebration next year of the Bi- 
centennial of the United States, Mr. President, I cannot 
keep myself from thinking back upon the faith of those 
proud founders, their vision, who, two centuries ago, 
united the American people to free their people and build 
here the greatest democracy the world has ever seen. As 
directed by President Bourguiba, Tunisia will be happy 
to participate in this manifestation, and it will offer as a 
contribution to the celebration an exhibition of some of 
the most beautiful mosaics, which retrace life in Tunisia 
under the Roman empire. 

Throughout the ages and over time, from the very first 
steps of the Pilgrims who landed upon an unfriendly shore 
all the way to the first steps of your astronauts over the 
Moon, your history is a succession of stunning victories 
over nature, to wrest from nature its secrets and put them 
at the service of man. This has been made possible through 


1 John K. Tabor, Under Secretary of Commerce. 


the genius, the perseverance and the courage of your re- 
search workers and your scientists. 

I want to raise my glass, Mr. President, to peace and 
free cooperation among nations. And let us raise our 
glass to the prosperity of the American people and friend- 
ship between Tunisia and the United States. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:15 p.m. in the State Dining Room 


at the White House. Prime Minister Nouira spoke in French, and his 
remarks were translated by an interpreter. 


National Education Association 


The President’s Remarks at a Briefing for 
Members of the Board. May 2, 1975 


Thank you very much, Bill. President Harris, Commis- 
sioner Bell, Frank Zarb, members of NEA, and guests: 

It’s a great privilege and a pleasure for me to have an 
opportunity of saying a few words following the com- 
ments of John Dunlop and Frank Zarb. 

In preparation for my comments this morning, I did 
a bit of reviewing of the history of NEA. And it was 
amazing to me that I found that NEA has been a very 
powerful influence for a long, long time in the history of 
the United States—over 118 years. 

The material that I saw indicated that it was organized 
back in 1859. And I think that it’s quite interesting to 
note that President Buchanan, in 1859, as I recall, had the 
total membership of NEA over in the East Room and, 
according to the statisticians, there were some 55 members. 

Obviously, you’ve grown substantially. And as I under- 
stand, you have better than 1,700,000 members at the 
present time. And as a result of this tremendous growth in 
membership, NEA has a direct contact with some 45 
million young people throughout our 50 States. And I 
congratulate NEA on this fine record, not only of growth 
but constructive influence with the younger people over a 
good many years. 

This morning, I would like to take a very few minutes 
to indicate some of the steps that we’re taking, not only 
to expand the dialog with educators and educational insti- 
tutions but to point out some of the things that we’re 
trying to do under the current circumstances, 

Over the 9 months that I’ve been President, I’ve met 
with a number of groups of educators, and I have had the 
opportunity of meeting with educators individually as a 
part of other groups. And I can assure you that Secretary 
Weinberger, Assistant Secretary Trotter, and Commis- 
sioner Bell will continue their efforts, and I will be de- 
lighted to do so myself. 

I’m very proud of the fact that the first piece of legis- 
lation that I signed upon becoming President was the 
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Education Amendments Act of 1974. This legislation 
should strengthen our educational system in many, many 
ways, and it certainly is a commitment to our continued 
efforts of excellence in education. 


I personally would like to see classroom teachers have 
a larger voice in Federal policymaking. I would like to 
see more teachers serving in national advisory councils and 
commissions, and I will instruct the Commissioner of 
Education to obtain nominees from your organizations for 
such appointments. 


If I might interject a personal comment here, I have 
found that there is a tendency, not just in education but 
in other areas, to have a repetition of individuals who serve 
on one commission or another be reappointed or appointed 


to other groups. 


Out of 213 million Americans, we must have a lot of 
talent that can be drawn upon and used in a wide variety 
of ways, and instead of having the same names and the 
same faces, I think we can broaden this effort and draw 
on this great reservoir that does exist in all 50 States. 

I know that Commissioner Bell in this particular case 
has discussed the situation with you and, although I can’t 
pinpoint at this very moment any particular openings, I 
can assure you that we will make an honest effort, and we 
will get some results. 


You, I think, know even better than I that there is a 
great deal of work to be done in the field of education. 
With declining school enrollments for the past 3 years 
and the projected declines that we see ahead, it will be 
vitally important for us to turn our best attention to 
what might be done to provide employment opportuni- 
ties for teachers. 


In addition, I have supported the bilingual education 
program and the education of the handicapped program. 
These are two areas where I think we have to put some 
special emphasis. Additionally, 25 percent of the revenue 
sharing funds, according to the statisticians, have been 
sent to State and local governments and have gone to 
education either directly or indirectly. 


And we’re also, in this Administration, putting together 
our proposals for a new vocational education bill that 
should strengthen that aspect of our total education sys- 
tem. We’ve been emphasizing the need to build a stronger 
working relationship between education on the one hand, 
and the world of work on the other. One of the first 
speeches I made on becoming President was at Ohio 
State University—and whenever anybody from Mich- 
igan says that they think of some of those whippings we’ve 
taken—[laughter}|—but anyhow, that particular theme or 
thrust is something that I think we have to emphasize, 
and we will. 

And I was pleased to see a new career education law 
that was passed with the support of this Administration 
and with the funding of this Administration. Now, you 
have heard from both John Dunlop and Frank Zarb in 


their particular fields. Of course, we do have other prob- 
lems that are of a serious nature—inflation, the reces- 
sion—but I am confident—and there are some bright 
clouds beginning to appear—that we can get our econ- 
omy moving. And once that is done, I hope to take some 
new and major initiatives in education at the Federal 
level. 

For instance, one of the great needs in this country 
today is to have parents who understand how to help 
their own children grow and mature and develop to 
the fullest potential. The Administration is already sup- 
porting some pilot projects to develop and test curricu- 
lum materials for teaching high school youngsters how 
to foster intellectual growth and moral development in 
preschool children, of course, anticipating the day when 
they, themselves, will become parents. 

Such materials are also being developed for parents of 
young children. A TV pilot program will soon be de- 
veloped to foster such skills in the parents of young chil- 
dren. As courses in more effective parenting become 
widespread this will, of course, mean more teaching jobs. 

I’m as concerned as you are that we strengthen our 
education system through a balanced program of local, 
State, and Federal funding. I was pleased to see the em- 
phasis in the new Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act on Federal assistance to strengthen State school fi- 
nance and State equalization programs. I understand that 
Commissioner Bell is now preparing the guidelines and 
the standards for the implementation of this program. 
The new law touches the impact aid formula as well as 
providing another section to encourage and to support 
studies of school finance formulas in all 50 States. 

In the budget which I submitted to the Congress for 
fiscal year 1976, for elementary and secondary education 
purposes, we recommended a 50 percent increase over a 
budget that was submitted in 1969. I know there are 
people in this group, and perhaps others, who don’t think 
that’s enough. But I think it is helpful to put some of 
these figures in perspective as we try to find a proper way 
to adequately fund, at the Federal level, the contribution 
of the Federal Government to education. 

Let me assure you—and I have told your president— 
that I and my Administration want to work with NEA. 
Your advice, your assistance will be welcome. 

I’ve been around this town long enough to know that 
you can’t always agree, but I think a dialog is helpful. 
And the door will be open not only to Commissioner Bell 
and his associates, but will be open as far as the White 
House is concerned. 

We want to establish closer ties between NEA and my 
Administration. And if we do have this dialog, this under- 
standing, I think we can strengthen education in all 50 
States. 

Thank you very kindly. 


Nore: The President spoke at 10:55 a.m. in Room 450 at the Old 
Executive Office Building. 
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President’s Cancer Panel 


Announcement of Reappointment of Benno C. Schmidt 
as a Member. May 2, 1975 


The President today announced the reappointment of 
Benno C. Schmidt, of New York, N.Y., to be a member 
of the President’s Cancer Panel for a term expiring Feb- 
ruary 20, 1978. The President also redesignated Mr. 
Schmidt to serve as the Chairman of the Panel. Mr. 
Schmidt has served as a member and Chairman since 
February 17, 1972. 

Mr. Schmidt joined the J. H. Whitney Co., in 1946 as 
a partner and later became managing partner, in 1959. 
He has combined his duties with J. H. Whitney Co., along 
with serving as chairman of the board of Memorial Hos- 
pital for Cancer and Allied Diseases and vice chairman of 
the Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. From 1945 
to 1946, he was General Counsel, Office of Foreign Liqui- 
dation Commissioner, Department of State. He served in 
the Office of General Counsel of the War Production 
Board in Washington, D.C. He was a Thayer teaching 
fellow at Harvard Law School, from 1940 to 1941. From 
1936 to 1940, he was a member of the faculty of the 
University of Texas Law School. 

Mr. Schmidt was born on January 10, 1913, in Abi- 
lene, Tex. He received his B.A. degree from the University 
of Texas. He also received his L.H. D. degree from the 
New York Medical College. 

Mr. Schmidt is married to the former Nancy Mont- 
gomery, and they have four children. 


Board of Foreign Scholarships 


Announcement of Appointment of Four Members of the 
Board. May 2, 1975 


The President today announced the appointment of 
four persons as members of the Board of Foreign Scholar- 
ships for terms expiring September 22, 1977. They are: 


Monroe D. Donsker, of Fort Lee, N.J., professor of mathematics, 
Courant Institute of Mathematical Sciences, New York Uni- 
versity, New York. He succeeds Anne Pannell Taylor, whose 
term has expired. 

Lane DwineLt, of Lebanon, N.H., chairman of the board of the 
National Bank of Lebanon. This is a reappointment. 

Donatp §S. LowrTz, of Glencoe, IIl., associate, law firm of Aaron, 
Aaron, Schimberg & Hess, Chicago, Ill. This is a reappointment. 

Rosert Enpicotr Oscoop, of Chevy Chase, Md., Johns Hopkins 
School of Advanced International Studies, Washington, D.C. 
He succeeds James R. Roach, whose term has expired. 


The Board elects its own chairman. The Board was 
created for the purpose of selecting students, scholars, 
teachers, trainees, and other persons to participate in the 
educational exchange programs created under the law. 


Harmon International 
Aviation Trophies 


Remarks of the President and Trophy Winners at the 
Presentation Ceremony in the Rose Garden. 
May 2, 1975 


Tue PresmentT. Senator Goldwater, trustees and the 
Advisory Committee of the Harmon Trophy Commis- 
sion, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

I’m very, very honored this morning to add my name 
to the list of Presidents, as well as Vice Presidents, who 
have presided at Harmon Aviation Award ceremonies. 

The Harmon Awards, as many of you know, were 
founded in 1926 by the late Col. Clifford Harmon, a 
pioneer in American aviation as an American balloonist. 
The awards are for outstanding feats of individual pilot 
skill, worthy of international recognition, contributing to 
the art and the science of flight. 

In addition to Americans, the pilots of six other nations 
have won Harmon Awards—Italy, Britain, France, Ger- 
many, Norway, and Switzerland. 

Colonel Harmon, in 1908, was the first pilot to fly 
across Long Island Sound, some 25 miles. He also set 
during his career, several altitude records for his day. By 
contrast, two of today’s awards involve a round trip Mid- 
dle East flight—some 13,000 miles—and a flight from 
Formosa to Scott Air Force Base in the State of Illinois, 
almost 9,000 miles. 


The humanitarian role of today’s aviators, including 
the piloting of helicopters and big airlift missions, are 
often vital to life. Without our brave American pilots, 
we would have witnessed, unfortunately, greater tragedy 
in the recent evacuation in Vietnam and in Cambodia. 
We sometimes forget the humanitarian aspects of avia- 
tion and the dedication of the pilots who are involved. 
If it were not for Colonel Harmon, we would probably not 
be flying oceans today. He is a true hero of America’s 
progress in aviation. 
~ It is now my honor to present the 1974 Harmon Inter- 
national Aviation trophies to a half dozen new heroes— 
three astronauts, an aeronaut, and an aviator—as well 
as the winner of the 1973 Harmon Aviator’s Trophy. 


First, the 1974 Astronauts’ Trophy: to the crew of 
Skylab II, the first astronauts in the history of space flight 
to accomplish major repairs successfully on a space vehicle 
during a mission itself. 

The flight took place between May 25 and June 23, 
1973. Skylab II was launched and made a successful 
rendezvous with Skylab I, whose aluminum shield had 
ripped free, damaging solar cells for converting sunlight 
to energy. 

The crew’s repair allowed Skylab I to conduct 80 of its 
scheduled 100 hours of extensive medical experiments in 
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orbit. The trophy is awarded jointly to U.S. Navy Capt. 
Charles Conrad, Jr., now retired from the Navy; Capt. 
Paul J. Weitz, U.S. Navy; and Capt. Joseph Kerwin, 
US. Navy. 

May I congratulate each one of you. 

Captain Conrap. Mr. President, Senator Goldwater, 
ladies and gentlemen: 

It is the great honor of the Skylab II crew, Joe, Paul, 
and myself, to accept this trophy in honor of Mr. Harmon. 

Thank you. 

THe Preswent. The 1974 Aeronaut’s Trophy is 
awarded to Malcolm S. Forbes for a series of 21 flights 
in a hot air balloon, which crossed the American Con- 
tinent from Coos Bay, Oreg., to Gwynn Island, Va., more 
than 2,500 miles. 

His son, Steve Forbes, is here to accept the award. 
Steve? 

Mr. Forses. Mr. President, Senator Goldwater, ladies 
and gentlemen: 

On behalf of my father, we thank you very much and 
accept this award with much appreciation and gratitude. 

Thank you. 

THE Preswent. Now, the 1974 Aviator’s Trophy: to 
a pilot who flew a C—5 airlift mission some 13,000 miles, 
round trip, from the United States to Israel. In addition, 
between October 14 and November 14, 1973, he per- 
sonally directed, virtually without interruption, the op- 
eration of 15 C—5s and 417 C-—141s from the United 
States to the Azores and on to Israel. 

The winner of the 1974 Aviator’s Trophy is Col. 
Edward J. Nash, Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations 
of the 21st Air Force. Colonel Nash? 

Cotonet Nasu. Mr. President, Senator Goldwater, 
ladies and gentlemen: 

On behalf of the dedicated men and women of the 
United States Air Force, I humbly accept this recognition. 

Thank you. 

Tue Preswent. Now, the 1973 Aviator’s Trophy for 
piloting an HC~—130H aircraft of the 57th Aerospace 
Rescue and Recovery Squadron of the United States Air 
Force nonstop, on February 20, 1972, from Taiwan to 
Scott Air Force Base in Illinois—a total of 8,732 miles— 
without refueling. This established a record for the longest 
flight in a straight line, without landing, in a turbo-prop 
aircraft. 

Winner of the 1973 Harmon Aviator’s Trophy is Lt. 
Col. Edgar L. Allison. 

Cotonet A.uison. Mr, President, Senator Goldwater, 
ladies and gentlemen: 

I would like to echo Colonel Nash’s comments and 
specifically and especially thank the other 11 gentlemen 
that were with me on the flight. 


Thank you. 


Tue Preswent. Let me simply conclude by offering 
again my personal congratulations to all of these highly 
trained, completely dedicated men who have added an- 
other page of history in the area of aviation for the benefit 
of all mankind. 

Congratulations. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. in the Rose Garden at 
the White House. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations 
submitted to the Senate, below. 

April 28 

The President has designated W. Averill Harriman as 
his Personal Representative to head the U.S. delegation 
at ceremonies commemorating the 30th anniversary of 
the restoration of peace in Europe. The ceremonies will 
be held in Moscow on May 8, 1975. The U.S. delegation 
also includes: 

Joun S. D. ErsENHoweER, former U.S. Ambassador to Brussels ; 
Gen. LyMAn L. LEMNITZER, former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 


Staff and former Supreme Allied Commander (Europe) ; 
Gen. ALFRED M. GrRuENTHER, former Supreme Allied Commander 


(Europe) ; 
Mrs. LLEWELLYN THomMpson, wife of the former Ambassador to 


the Soviet Union; and 
Mrs. CHarRLEs BoHLeN, wife of the former Ambassador to the 
Soviet Union. 

The President announced his intention to nominate 
Daniel E. Wherry, of Lincoln, Nebr., to be United States 
Attorney for the District of Nebraska, for a term of 4 
years. 

The President has accepted the following resignations: 


Rosert J. Rotu as United States Attorney for the District of 
Kansas ; 

Hastincs Keiru as a member of the Defense Manpower Commis- 
sion. 


The President met at the White House with Msgr. 
Herman H. Zerfas, superintendent of education for the 
Diocese of Grand Rapids, and Ivan E. Zylstra, admin- 
istrator for school and governmental relations of the Na- 
tional Union of Christian Schools in Grand Rapids, 
Mich. 

The President met with Gov. James E. Holshouser, 
Jr., of North Carolina. The problem of natural gas short- 
ages in the State was among the topics discussed. 

The President met with the National Security Council. 
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April 29 

The President held separate meetings at the White 
House with the Cabinet and the bipartisan Congressional 
leaders to discuss the evacuation from South Vietnam. 

The President met with presidents and executive direc- 
tors of 25 civic and service organizations. At the meeting, 
Ambassador L. Dean Brown briefed the group on the 
Vietnam refugee situation and suggested methods by 
which these organizations could help alleviate the prob- 
lems concerning the refugees. 

In ceremonies in the Oval Office, the President received 
diplomatic credentials from Ambassadors José Arce 
Larco of Peru, Georges Salomon of Haiti, Manuel 
Trucco Gaete of Chile, and Julio Cesar Turbay Ayala of 
Colombia. 


April 30 

At the White House, the President met with members 
of an Egyptian Parliamentarian delegation to discuss 
America’s efforts toward a negotiated settlement in the 
Middle East and American-Egyptian bilateral relations. 


The President met with the Executive Committee of 
the House Republican Study Committee to discuss a num- 
ber of issues pending in the Congress. 

The President met with the Republican Congressional 
leadership to discuss energy matters. 

The President has sent a telegram to Mrs. Shirley N. 
Pettis, of Loma Linda, Calif., congratulating her on her 
victory in the special election in the 37th Congressional 
District of California. Mrs. Pettis was elected to fill the 
seat of her late husband, Congressman Jerry L. Pettis. 

The President transmitted to the Congress the first 
annual report of the National Voluntary Service Advisory 
Council. 

The President met with Gov. William G. Milliken and 
a group of people from the Detroit area to discuss the 
Detroit Plan, a plan to revitalize the downtown section 
of the city. 

In the Residence, the President met with the Chowder 
and Marching Club and the SOS. 


May 1 

The President has designated Attorney General Ed- 
ward H. Levi to be the U.S. Representative at the com- 
memoration of the 20th anniversary of the Austrian State 
Treaty to be held in Vienna on May 15, 1975. 

May 2 

The White House announced that in connection with 
his attendance at the NATO summit meeting in Brussels 
on May 29-30, the President will also visit Spain, Austria, 
and Italy. 

At the invitation of the Spanish government, the Pres- 
ident will meet with Spanish leaders in Madrid on May 
31 and June 1. 

The President and President Anwar al-Sadat of Egypt 
have agreed to hold meetings in Salzburg, Austria, on 
June 1-2. President Ford will also meet with Chancellor 
Bruno Kriesky of Austria while in Salzburg. 

The President will visit Rome on June 3, at the invi- 
tation of President Giovanni Leone. While in Italy, the 
President will also visit Vatican City for an audience with 
Pope Paul VI. 

The White House announced that, by mutual agree- 
ment, the state visit to the United States by President 
Walter Scheel of the Federal Republic of Germany will 
take place on June 16-19 instead of June 2-7, as originally 
announced. 

The President has accepted the following resignations: 
ANNE L. ARMSTRONG as a member of the Council on Wage and 

Price Stability ; 
Lr. Gen. Mitton C. Baker as a member of the National Armed 
Forces Museum Advisory Board. 

In the afternoon, the President departed for Win- 
chester, Va., to participate in the 48th annual Shenan- 
doah Apple Blossom Festival, where he crowned his 
daughter Susan queen of the festival. He returned to 
Washington in the evening. 


CoRRECTION: 


The President’s meeting with the Executive Committee 
of the House Republican Study Committee took place 
on April 30 and not on April 22, as reported in last week’s 
issue. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


The following list does not include pro- 
motions of members of the Uniformed Serv- 
ices, nominations to the Service Academies, 
or nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted April 28, 1975 


The following-named persons to be members 
of the Board of Directors of the Legal 
Services Corporation for the terms indi- 
cated (new positions) : 

For a term of 2 years commencing upon the 

date of the first meeting of the Board: 
MARSHALL JORDAN BREGER, Of Texas 
Wr11aM J. JANKLow, of South Dakota 
Wru1aM L. KNECHT, of California 
Ropo.tro MoONnTEJANO, of California 
SAMUEL D. THURMAN, of Utah 

For a term of 3 years commencing upon the 

date of the first meeting of the Board: 
RoceEr C. CRAMTON, of New York 
EprrH GREEN, of Oregon 
RosBErRT J. Kutak, of Nebraska 
Revius O. OrTIQUE, JR., of Louisiana 
GLEE S. SMITH, JR., of Kansas 
GLENN C. STOPHEL, of Tennessee 

IsaBEL A. Burcess, of Arizona, to be a mem- 
ber of the National Transportation Safety 
Board for the term expiring December 31, 
1979 (reappointment) . 


PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1975 


NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE—Continued 


Submitted April 29, 1975 

DaNnrIEL E. WHERRY, of Nebraska, to be United 
States Attorney for the District of Nebraska 
for the term of 4 years, vice William K. 
Schaphorst, resigning. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved April 30, 1975 
Public Law 94-19 
An act to amend the joint resolution of 
July 18, 1939 (53 Stat. 1062), to provide for 
the acceptance of additional lands for the 
Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt National 
Historic Site, and for other purposes. 


Approved May 2, 1975 
Public Law 94-20 
An act to continue the special food service 
program for children through Septem- 
ber 30, 1975. 
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CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed dur- 
ing the period covered by this issue, are not 
included in the issue. 


Released April 28, 1975 


Advance text: remarks at the annual meet- 
ing of the Chamber of Commerce of the 
United States 


Released April 30, 1975 


News conference: on the President’s decision 
on oil import fees and price controls—by 
Frank G. Zarb, Administrator of the Fed- 
eral Energy Administration 


Released May 1, 1975 


Advance text: swearing-in ceremony for 
Rogers C. B. Morton as Secretary of Com- 
merce 

News conference: on the President’s veto of 
the farm bill—by Secretary of Agriculture 
Earl L. Butz 


Released May 2, 1975 
Biographical data: Susan Elizabeth Ford 
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